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Year 8 
Curriculum 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English 

Dystopia 
- Exploration of dystopian worlds from 
different writers’ perspectives, through 
Suzanne Collins’ ‘The Hunger Games’ 
and excerpts from Orwell’s ‘1984’ and 
Huxley’s ‘Brave New World’ 
- Development of analytical writing 
skills focusing on the effect a writer’s 
use of language and structure has 

Class Conflict 
- Exploration of what and who shapes 
us as we grow up through studying the 
play ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell 
- Development of speech-writing skills, 
culminating in class performances from 
each student 

Writers’ Perspectives: Non-Fiction 
- Exploration of non-fiction texts, 
including speeches, articles and letters 
from different contexts in the 19th and 
20 centuries 
- Development of non-fiction writing 
skills in these forms 

Slavery and Oppression 
- Exploration of the themes of slavery, 
oppression, racial segregation and 
prejudice through Malorie Blackman’s 
novel, ‘Noughts and Crosses’  
- Investigating slave diaries from the 
18th and 19th centuries and modern day 
economic slavery  

Magic and Fantasy 
- Exploration of Shakespeare’s ‘The 
Tempest’, working on playwriting 
techniques and understanding complex 
characters and relationships 

End of year assessment 
Students will spend three weeks in 
preparation for their end of year 
exams, learning key revision skills and 
developing exam literacy 
War and Conflict 
- Exploration of poetry of WWI, written 
by soldiers on the front lines, 
developing comparative analysis skills  

Mathematics 

Prime Factorisation 
- Consolidation of work on factors and 
multiples, extended to cover the prime 
decomposition of numbers and 
applications 
- Making and testing conjectures, 
beginning to reason deductively  
Add and subtract fractions and mixed 
numbers 
- Moving freely between numerical 
representations and performing the 
four operations including to mixed 
numbers 
- Selecting appropriate concepts, 
methods and techniques to apply to 
unfamiliar and non-routine problems 

Positive and negative numbers 
- Using the four operations, including 
formal written methods, applying them 
to integers, decimals, proper and 
improper fractions and mixed 
numbers, both positive and negative 
- Using a calculator to calculate results 
accurately 
Sequences, expressions and equations  
- Developing algebraic fluency, learning 
how to recognise and represent 
number patterns, translating real world 
situations into algebraic expressions 
and finding the nth term 
- Learning how to simplify and expand 
linear expressions, and formulate and 
solve linear equations in one unknown 

Draw accurate triangles and 
quadrilaterals and find unknown angles 
- Using a compass and protractor to 
accurately construct quadrilaterals and 
triangles 
- Finding missing angles using 
properties of shapes and on parallel 
lines 
Length and area – units 
- Finding the area and perimeter of 
complex compound shapes 
- Converting between units and solving 
problems in real life contexts 

Percentage change 
- Solving problems involving 
percentage change, including 
percentage increase, decrease and 
original value problems 
- Furthering work on bar modelling 
Ratio 
- Using ratio notation including 
recognising equivalent ratios and 
dividing into a ratio 
- Developing through solving complex 
worded problems with speed, distance 
and time  

Circumference and area of a circle 
- Introduction to the formulae for 
circles 
- Gaining experience using calculators, 
estimating and rounding 
- Solving compound area problems 
with shapes made from circles 
Volume and Surface Area 
- Recognising nets of 3D shapes and 
applying formulae to find the surface 
area and volume of cylinders, cuboids 
and other prisms 
- Solving challenging problems 
involving composite solids and unit 
conversions 

Construct and interpret graphs 
- Collecting, organizing and interpreting 
data 
- Learning how to construct various 
representations of data, and the 
advantages and disadvantages of each 
Interpret and compare statistical 
representations 
- Solving problems using information 
presented in tables, line graphs, bar 
graphs and picture graphs 

Science 

Plant & ecological relationships 
- Exploring the growth of plants, the 
roles of leaves and roots, and the 
process of photosynthesis 
- Considering plants as an integral part 
to food webs and chains 
- Exploring the development of 
sustainable agriculture  
- Considering the impact of humans on 
global environments 

The Periodic table & reactivity 
- Learning the main groups on the 
Periodic Table 
- Drawing on prior learning in 
chemistry and identifying patterns in 
reactions 
- Exploring the reactivity series of 
metals, especially in relation to the 
extraction of iron 
- Exploring the nature of metals and 
non-metals, including the reaction of 
metals with acids 
- Learning how to write accurate word 
and symbol equations 

Light & Space 
- Exploring the nature of light as a wave 
through practical investigation to 
explore the nature of light as a wave 
- Exploring the differences between 
reflection and refraction 
- Exploring the nature of gravity and its 
role in the movement of planets and 
satellites 
- Exploring heating and cooling  

Food & Digestion 
- Exploring how the human body 
digests food, including descriptions of 
the functions of the main organs in the 
digestive system  
Respiration  
- Exploring respiration as the body’s 
way of using food to produce energy to 
live 
- Learning about the lungs, and 
consider the consequences of smoking, 
poor diet and lack of exercise 

Electricity & Magnetism 
- Exploring concepts of electric current 
and energy transfer in order to explain 
the working of circuits 
- Exploring patterns in the 
measurements of current and voltage 
- Building circuits in which current flow 
is usefully controlled 
- Exploring the field lines around a 
magnet  
- Exploring how electromagnets work 

Materials & the earth 
- Exploring the structure of the Earth, 
the Earth as a resource, and its 
atmosphere 
- Exploring the whole rock cycle, 
including metamorphic and igneous 
rocks. 
End of year assessment 
- Re-visiting and revision of prior 
content from Years 7 and 8 for end of 
term assessment 

Humanities: 
Geography, 
History & 
Religious 
Studies 

Geography: Settlement, Biomes and the 
Geography of Crime  
- Focusing on human processes looking 
at the idea of settlement; historically, 
presently and in the future 
- Exploring the overlap between 
people, resources and environments 
through a study of different world 
biomes 
- Skills-based study exploring ‘The 
Geography of Crime’ 

History: The British Empire 
- How Britain became a multicultural 
society 
- Studying the British empire, exploring 
why countries wanted empires 
- Exploring different parts of the 
empire, including India, Africa and the 
West Indies 
- Exploring slavery, and focusing on 
understanding significance and 
diversity 

Religious Studies: What it means to be 
Jewish 
- Exploring what the history, beliefs 
and practices of the Jewish community 
- Anchoring studies in Jewish history 
(this is key to Jewish self-
understanding)  
- Exploring Jewish activity in the world 
today 
- Drawing comparisons between Jewish 
beliefs/practices and those of other 
religions 
- Developing an informed view of 
different world religions 

Geography Case Study: Asia 
- Exploring Asia by engaging with 
topical geography including China’s 
rapid industrialisation and the Three 
Gorges Dam 
- Learning about sustainability and 
climate change 
- Considering a range of issues facing 
the Asian continent, making 
comparisons between countries, 
linking issues to global scale problems 

History: World War One 
- Developing historical skills through a 
study of the First World War 
- Exploring causes and impact, both in 
Britain and the world 
- Exploration and analysis of sources 
and interpretations 

Religious Studies: Sikhism as a living 
religion 
In year 8 students are given the 
opportunity to study religions that they 
may not have experienced before. In 
this topic we explore some of the key 
beliefs of Sikhism such as beliefs about 
God, Guru Nanak, and equality. This 
unit focuses upon developing critical 
awareness of different religious beliefs. 



Modern 
Foreign 

Languages: 
French or 
Spanish 

Free time and weather  
- Learning vocabulary around free 
activities and sports 
- Using time and opinion phrases to 
describe what free time in detail 
- Describing weather 
Grammar points: building negative 
sentences to express opinions 

Helping around the house 
- Describing household chores 
- Learning about festivities at Christmas 
in France and Spain 
- Consolidating their listening, reading, 
speaking and writing in preparation for 
the end of term assessment 
Grammar points: using the future 
tense 

Food 
- Learning vocabulary for drink, drink 
and meals 
- Ordering food in a restaurant in real 
life context 
Grammar points: using past tense to 
say what they have eaten; 
consolidation of the present and future 
tenses 

Holidays 
- Describing holidays: a variety of 
activities and vocabulary 
Grammar points: using the present, 
past and future tenses to describe their 
holidays  

Town 
- Learning landmarks in towns, 
accommodation and directions 
- Describing the local area  
- Giving and understanding directions - 
- Describing different activities in town 
with opinions 

Revision and Projects 
- Consolidating learning from the year 
so far in preparation for end of year 
assessments 
- Studying films in target language and 
looking at a French or Spanish film in 
depth 

Physical 
Education (PE) 

Athletics: Health and Safety, Sprinting, 
Pacing, Long Jump, High Jump, Shot 
Put, Discus, Relay 

Football: Ball Control, Passing and Receiving, Team Possession, Attacking, Defending and Team Shape 
Gymnastics: Travelling, Balances, Paired/Group Balances, Vaulting, Sequences 
Netball: Rules, Passing, Receiving, Footwork, Team Possession, Shooting, Defending, Marking, Positions 
Basketball: Rules, Dribbling, Passing, Lay Ups, Ball Familiarisation, Communication, Match Play 
Rugby: Rules, Passing, Alignment, Contact, Tackling, Unopposed Rucking/ Scrumming 
Trampolining: Kipping, Bouncing and Stop, Core Stability, Basic Shapes, Sequencing. 
Table Tennis: Serving, Backhand, Forehand, Rules, Spin, Volley, Smash, Drop Shot, Doubles, Singles 

Health Lifestyle Project: Social, mental and physical health issues.  
Cricket: Throwing and Catching, Fielding, Bowling, Batting – Forward Drive, Rules 
of Cricket and Sportsmanship, Match Play 
Rounders: Fielding, Bowling, Throwing and Catching, Rules, Match Play 
Softball: Fielding, Bowling, Throwing and Catching, Rules, Match Play 

Art, Design, 
Technology & 

Computing 

Art: Pop Art Printing 
- Exploring and experimenting with 
printing techniques: etching, mono-
printing and lino-cutting 
- Exploring the working practices of 
Richard Hamilton 
- Contextualising work by comparison 
with the work of others 

Art: Mark-Making – Roa 
- Investigating mark-making techniques 
through the work of street artist Roa 
and another artist of choice 
- Exploring how mark-making can 
communicate a wide range of 
information  
- Working in a broad range of media 

Art: Photoshop & Image Manipulation 
- Developing IT skills: experimenting 
with image manipulation using 
Photoshop 
- Exploring the work of Andy Warhol, 
the use of colour and notion of 
celebrity in a contemporary manner 
- Developing practical skills used by 
industry experts 

British and International Cuisines 
- Exploring British and international 
cuisines, such as Japanese, Mexican, 
Italian and Asian 
- Becoming aware of wider cuisines on 
offer  
- Building on practical skills learnt in 
Year 7 such as roasting, simmering, 
boiling, grilling, wrapping, rolling and 
shaping 

DT Textiles: Cultures 
- Building a range of technical skills 
- Designing and making a wall hanging 
- Developing key researching and visual 
communication skills 
- Exploring decorative techniques both 
machine and by hand to represent 
ideas 
- Considering the fabrics, decorative 
techniques and patterns to inspire 
design 

DT: Product Design 
- Exploring Celtic art, and using it as 
inspiration to create a range of designs  
- Classifying metals and man-made 
boards 
- Using hand skills and machine 
processes to produce a pewter cast 
pendant 
- Learning to work safely and 
competently with machinery  

Performing Arts 

Dance: Urban 
- Exploration of Hip Hop, specifically 
Tutting, Breakdance and Freestyle 
- Broadening social and historical 
understanding urban dance 
- Development of creativity and 
confidence through positive 
engagement 
- Exploring choreographic devices in 
small groups and as a whole class 
- Exploring use of space, using 
formations, groups and levels to 
personalise work 

Music: Axis of Awesome 
- Exploring a famous chord progression 
used in endless hit records 
- Developing this chord progression 
into an original version of the Axis of 
Awesome song on a variety of 
instruments 
- Working in a band and recording 
ideas in the Apple Mac suite 
Reggae 
- Learning to play a famous Reggae 
song in a band 
- Recording ideas in the Apple Mac 
suite 
- Exploring different Reggae production 
techniques 
- Stylistic and cultural analysis of 
Reggae music 

Drama: Improvisation 
- Introducing the process of creating 
drama without scripts, developing 
confidence in performing as well as 
teaching strategies for creating 
dramatic conflict and solving problems 
- Analysing and critically evaluating 
own and peer work 
What has happened to Lulu? 
- Exploring the issues of runaways and 
homelessness through devising 
- Creating original drama and 
developing skills in characterisation, 
role play and structuring drama 
- Analysing and critically evaluating 
own and peer work 

Dance: My Name Is 
- Developing a deeper understanding 
of contemporary dance through 
advanced contact work 
- Development of technique, 
composition and critical appreciation 
- Development of trust and accuracy in 
execution of lifts and a set study 
- Combining a variety of relationship 
ideas to communicate abstract ideas to 
an audience 

Music: School of Rock 
- Learning to play a number of famous 
rock riffs in bands 
- Composing original pieces of rock 
music in the Apple Mac suite 
Hit the Road 
- Learning to play Hit The Road  
- Learning how to improvise over it 
while playing in a band 
- Recreating the song in the Apple Mac 
suite 

Drama: Text Skills 
- Developing vital skills of performing 
from a performance text 
- Using a range of techniques to help 
understand and interpret characters 
- Introducing different styles of plays, 
before moving onto Richard III 
- Analysing and critically evaluating 
own and peer work 
Richard III by William Shakespeare 
- Exploring the most famous 
Shakespearean villain through a 
practical exploration of the text 
- Engaging in a range of activities to 
understand the language and the way 
it is used to persuade and manipulate 
in the pursuit of power 

 
 


