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Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Once again, I warmly welcome you to the summer 2013 newsletter. 

As well as the usual relentless focus on achieving the very best exam 
results for year 11, 12 and 13, this term has been filled with a wide variety 
of events which I am sure that you will enjoy reading about.

From the highly entertaining as well as successful World Book Day, to 
a day spent learning to Latin Jive.  From Roald Dahl and letters to the 
Mayor and from Medicine at Imperial College London to a carnival in 
Spain.  The opportunities for our students have been rich and diverse in 
terms of educational visits designed to enrich their studies and broaden 
their experiences, visiting professionals from all walks of life including an 
Olympian medalist who was an inspiration to the students and I would like 
to thank all the staff and friends of PA who make these events possible.

I would also like to thank all our friends in businesses that do so much 
to support the students in terms of placements, mock interviews, and 
provide opportunities for training. Many of you give up so much time to 
mentor, coach and train and it is much appreciated.

All our students taking exams are in our thoughts at this time of year and 
we wish them all the very best as they go through this challenging time.  
Sadly we will also say goodbye to some students and staff at the end of 
term and we wish them all the very best in their future chosen paths.

Warmest wishes,

Mrs Tomlinson
Principal 

NewsletterIssue 78

Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” - Nelson Mandela
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One-off purchases often lead to ongoing expenses and 
may contain hidden costs, which is why planning what 
you do with your money is so important. And it was on 
this topic that Elizabeth Corley and Lukas Neckermann 
(Commercial Director, Euler Hermes UK) presented the 
first My Finance Coach class in a UK school - at PA.

The 90 minute class, taught the Year 10 Maths students 
how to actively plan their income and expenditure so 
that they can save for, and purchase, what they need 
within their own financial means.

My Finance Coach encourages students to participate 
as much as possible by comparing, evaluating and 
discussing the concepts presented so that they formulate 
their own ideas. To get things started, Ms Corley led the 
class through a mind mapping exercise where studnents  
were asked to think about the sorts of things they might 
need to plan for and what the benefits of planning might 
be.

Elizabeth said: “Comparing my experience of My Finance 
Coach in Germany and now here in the UK, I can see that 
this is a concept that really travels, take mind-mapping, 
for example–it is a great way of tapping into existing 
knowledge. Not only does it provide a structured, visual 
representation of the students’ own thoughts and ideas 
but they can immediately see that the topic is relevant to 
their everyday lives. It is really important to let students 
speak for themselves. Our role, as Finance Coaches, is 
to support and encourage them to speak up. We’are not 
there simply to deliver a straight lecture-style lesson from 
the front of the classroom.” The two guests then took it 
in turns to lead the class through a number of practical 
exercises to help them deepen their understanding of 
the importance of balancing income and expenditure.

Working in two separate teams, the Year 10 students 
tackled a number of questions relating to income and 
expenditure before sharing their answers with the rest 
of the group. The sessions then built on the basic idea of 
balancing their personal income and expenditure to look 
at ongoing expenses and one-off expenses, including 
ensuring you have enough of an emergency fund to 
cover unexpected events.

Mr Neckermann said: “Education, and in particular 

Planning for the Future

Student Focus

financial literacy, can solve all kinds of social problems 
across the globe. Having engaged with My Finance 
Coach in Germany and having seen how structured and 
powerful the program was, I felt it was a good idea to 
try and get traction here in the UK as well. And I am 
really pleased that the first session we are running here 
in the UK is with Elizabeth Corley from Allianz Global 
Investors.” Christian Keller, Managing Director of  My 
Finance Coach added: “It is wonderful to see how the 
concept of My Finance Coach works in the UK. Financial 
illiteracy is a global problem and a huge challenge. The 
importance of financial literacy is illustrated by the 
fact that in 2012 the OECD PISA(2) study included the 
category of financial literacy for the first time. Young 
people need the education and skills in order to be able 
to participate in society as informed and responsible 
consumers.” Following the successful pilot in the UK, 
PA is now keen to continue with the program and will 
run a further 35 classes across various age groups.  The 
Maths department at PA  would also like to introduce an 
annual Money Awareness Week, starting July, using the 
materials from My Finance Coach as a core part of the 
campaign.

A First in the UK - PA Students Get Financially Fit with My Finance Coach

Yehya, Year 10 student, said: “I particularly liked how 
we used examples that can relate to us, to help us 
understand how we can plan ahead. It doesn’t just help 
with maths. It helps with my life. I would definitely use 
these skills in future when managing my finances.”

Since it was launched in Germany in October 2010, 
My Finance Coach has reached over 190,000 students 
and conducted over 2,300 class visits. The program is 
currently active in six other countries (Argentina, Brazil, 
Indonesia, Ireland, Malaysia and Thailand) with the UK 
being the seventh.
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Student Focus

Year 12 History Revision with Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education

At the end of last term, PA had a special, and very 
much unexpected, visit from the Secretary of State 
for Education. Michael Gove M.P. is probably the most 
powerful person in the country with regard to Education. 
As the head of the Department for Education, Mr Gove 
has responsibility in Government for all the state schools 
in England. He decides what gets taught at school (the 
national curriculum), how our exams work, how schools 
are structured and set up, and, to some extent, how 
much money they get. He is a member of the Prime 
Minister’s Cabinet and is an influential figure in the 
Conservative party – some people say he may even be a 
future Prime Minister! 

So it was quite a privilege (and quite scary too) to have 
the Secretary of State request a visit to Paddington to 
find out more about what goes on in an outstanding 
school like ours. He has a particular interest in history 
teaching and had asked to see one of our history lessons 
from start to finish! So on the 27th March, Mr Gove and 
one of his Civil Servants joined Year 12 for their AS level 
revision lesson on British Politics. This just happened to 
be about different interpretations of Margaret Thatcher’s 
time as Prime Minister and why people either loved or 
hated her so much. This is a subject that Mr Gove knows 
a lot about, and I hoped he would have some views 
which we could share with the class. He did get involved, 
more on that later…

Although Year 12 were a little nervous at first, the whole 
class was fantastic. We had a regular revision lesson, with 
lots of mind-maps, essay-planning and a really interesting 
discussion about what makes political leaders effective 
or successful in modern British history. There were lots 
of different views on Margaret Thatcher’s time as Prime 
Minister, and everyone supported their arguments with 
brilliant facts and insights. The lesson took place just a 
week before Mrs Thatcher passed away. When I read 
the newspapers about it, all the arguments and opinions 
made in our class the week before were also in the news. 
I was extremely proud of each and every single student 
and, most importantly, I know they will all do incredibly 
well in their AS exam.

Mr Gove seemed to enjoy the lesson too. He did get 
involved and made an excellent contribution to the 

class. First, when student Marvin Cumberbatch-King 
asked me a fiendishly difficult question about Thatcher’s 
parliamentary majority in 1983. I wasn’t sure of the 
answer, so I used Mr Gove as my ‘phone a friend’ and 
asked for help. Sometimes it’s very useful to have an 
actual Member of Parliament in class. Mr Gove also 
seemed to like our Thatcher revision card sort. I gave 
him a set of cards and he busily arranged them into 
chronological order. He got it all right, so I asked him to 
do it thematically too, for an extension.

After the lesson Mr Gove met members of the Student 
Leadership team in the lower school for an interview. 
I was also fantastically proud of Sihena Hashani who 
plucked up the courage after the lesson to quiz Mr Gove 
on the changes to AS and A2 January exams. She felt 
strongly about the changes and was able to articulate 
her case well. Mr Gove responded thoughtfully to her 
questions and they had a mature and vigorous debate. It 
was a bit like watching “Question Time”.

Overall, I think it was a great experience and a privilege 
to have the Secretary of State to visit one of our lessons, 
and the students really enjoyed it. I hope that Mr Gove 
enjoyed it too and it gave him a useful insight into the 
lives of students and teachers today. 

Writen by Mr Inniss History Teacher at PA 
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Visit at the Roald Dahl Museum

Student Focus

Dicky McDougall

 Annual Art Competition
Written by Satra-Sia Sumana-Kissoon

On Monday 4th February 2013, Year 8 students, including 
myself, who had achieved high standards in their 
autobiographical English project, were lucky enough to 
take a trip to the Roald Dahl Museum.

Previously, we had been studying Roald Dahl’s book “Boy”, 
which although the writer claims is not an autobiography, 
relates to stories from his childhood and the escapades 
he encountered as a young boy. Reading this book really 
helped us to write our own autobiographies.

At the museum, his writing shed which is a truly 
mysterious room showed us some influences for his 
books. The yellow door alone told us so much about him.  
Inside was his own den, his comfortable chair which was 
fitted for his injured back, his sleeping bag to keep warm 
and a writing board made of a pool table. But his desk 
was the most intriguing. On his desk, he kept all of his 
treasures, some of which were quite revolting, but they 
all had a connection to him.

Roald Dahl adored chocolate and he used to eat a 
chocolate bar every day after dinner, he kept all the 
foil wrappings in a tight ball, this was later to influence 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. He also had pictures 
all around his shed of important things in his life and 
important people, these led to characters in books that 
we know and love.

It was a wonderful experience to look into the mind 
of Roald Dahl that day as this gave us an insight into a 
fantastic author’s life and work. To think it all started 
from a writing shed in the bottom of his garden… 

Trustees from the Stowe Youth Trust and local 
photographer Axel Michel came along to judge and 
present prizes during an exhibition of art work completed 
by Art students following their residential to Paris.    The 
trip had been fully funded by the Stowe Youth Trust in 
memory of Dicky McDougall. 

The judges were very impressed with all of the art work 
on display and Stowe trustee Simon Shneerson  wrote to 
us afterwards:
“From Clive's and my point of view it was a real treat 
to see what had been done and also to meet the 
students.  What was really impressive was to be able to 
talk with them on a 1:1 basis and see just how eloquent, 
motivated, confident and positive they are.  The ability 
to come across well - whether it is about art or about 
anything else - is going to give them a fundamental 
advantage as they go through adult life, whatever field 
they decide they want to work in, and I hope that the trip 
to Paris and the competition have helped to strengthen 
that self-confidence and ambition.   They were brilliant 
ambassadors for the Academy.

“Several of the photographs were, we thought, 
particularly marketable and I would really encourage the 
students to think about whether they can sell some of 
them.  Certainly there were a few that, if printed and 
framed, would not look out of place in a shop, and this 
could be the start of a career for one or two of the students.   

Clearly the trip to Paris worked well, not just because of 
the museum visits and seeing the sights of Paris, but also 
because of the general stimulation of an overseas visit 
to somewhere very new.  We are obviously very happy 
to continue our support this coming year and I hope 
the next group will also be able to stretch themselves in 
ways that will give them a lifelong boost.”

We are very grateful to the Stowe Youth Trust for their 
support, and delighted that our students come across so well.
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Student Focus

After a busy start to 2013, with coursework, revision and 
exams to deal with, Year 10 could be forgiven for taking 
advantage of the half term break to rest and prepare 
for the term ahead. Not so for over 130 career-driven 
students at PA, who chose to complete a one week work 
experience placement across London. These placements 
were drawn from a range of businesses and organizations 
across varied employment sectors including law, finance, 
media, hospitality and retail.

It  was a rewarding and enriching experience for all 
involved, and one that the students will remember for 
many years to come. In recognition of the time and effort 
that students put into their placements, a celebration 
event was held during the following week which was 
attended by students, families and employers.

Omar Ouaret - Sorr, who spent his placement week at 
the British Airways Flight Training Centre at Heathrow, 

PA Students Go To Work 

Work Experience Week...

said: ‘This was one of the most fulfilling and rewarding 
weeks of my life. Not only did I get an insight into what 
is like to be a pilot, it inspired me to work hard and do 
everything I can to achieve my ambition.  My highlights 
of the week included flying and landing a Boeing 747 
simulator, taking part in simulated emergencies in the 
cabin, and getting advice about future employment 
choices from BA Captains and First Officers.’

The work experience programme fits into the Academy’s 
wider programme to prepare students for their 
careers which includes first-hand experience, visiting 
industry speakers, visits and mentoring from business 
professionals and enterprise workshops in the city.

Hamish Mckay, Careers and Guidance Coordinator at PA, 
said: ‘It is crucial that our students have the opportunity 
to develop employability skills that will allow them to be 
successful in the future, and work placements give them 
an experience that cannot be learnt in the classroom. 
It was incredibly satisfying to hear from many of the 
employers that these were the best students they have 
ever taken on work experience, and shows that our 
belief in their ability to succeed is well founded.’
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PA Student Stars in the West End  

Student Focus

Students and staff at Paddington Academy were 
brimming with pride after going to watch their classmate, 
Tahj Miles, perform in Matilda the Musical at Londons 
Cambridge Theatre.

This is the third West End role for Tahj who is in Year 7 at 
the Academy. He has previously played Young Simba in 
Disneys, The Lion King and Nipper in Oliver!’.

Tahj, who appears as Matilda’s classmate Tommy in the 
musical until September 2013, says: ‘I really wanted 
this role. Matilda is such an amazing show and so much 
fun to perform in.  I have enjoyed every minute so far 
and am looking forward to the next six months. I was 
so pleased that so many of my school friends came to 
watch me last week.  

Year 12 Work Experience Week

Thirty students on BTEC Business courses spent two 
weeks placement with organisations across London 
in April and May, gaining valuable vocational skills and 
work experience. 

Students were expected to undertake this work 
experience as part of their course, which includes a 
unit of work on Career Development. They spent time 
at a wide range of organisations which included John 
Laing, Land Securities, Fasken Martineau LLP and Hayes 
Recruitment.

A few students  who deserve a special mention for their 
achievements during their placements are mentioned  
here:

Bader Hamza who worked at Just for Kids Law featured 
in a BBC news video highlighting the organisation’s 
campaign for 17 year olds to be treated as minors when 
arrested and to have the right to be accompanied by a 
parent.

Dunya Rida who gave a presentation at the National 
Portrait Gallery during an event to launch a new portrait 
of Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge.

Ibrahim Ahmed who worked at the Edge Foundation and 
met Prince Charles at a seminar on educational reform.

Feedback from many of our business organisations 
was hugely complimentary about PA students, with 
several businesses saying that they would love to see 
our students apply for job opportunities with them as 
they come up. A celebration event to recognise students 
fantastic achievement will take place at the Academy on 
the 4th of July at 2.00 p.m.

Year 7 Tahj in Award-Winning ‘Matilda the Musical’ 

All the students and teachers have been really supportive 
and everyone was so excited when I told them I had the 
part. PA puts on some fantastic productions and I can’t 
wait to get involved in them when I finish performing in 
Matilda.’

Miss Ariyan, Tahj’s drama teacher at PA, said: ‘Everyone 
at Paddington Academy is really pleased for Tahj and 
we were all blown away by his performance when we 
went to watch him. He is a very talented performer and 
has worked incredibly hard to secure such a fantastic 
role. Despite his West End success, Tahj still attends 
his drama lessons with the rest of his class and we are 
looking forward to him participating in one of our many 
productions at Paddington Academy.’
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Student Focus

READ
Bright Young Minds

In April, 6th Form students received a visit from a READ 
representative. Project Coordinator Will visited PA and 
lead a special assembly to say a huge thank you and 
recognise the efforts 6th Form students put into helping 
READ Charity.  

Paddington Academy is one of READ’s Young Leader 
Schools, and students have done extremely well this 
year by collecting over 500 books and raising over £750 
for READ primarily through the sale of doughnuts! This 
is a fantastic effort that will support the creation of more 
secondary school libraries this summer.

At the assembly three of  READ’s Young Leaders, Alya, 
Kauthar and Furtun (pictured) gave a short presentation 
about their experiences this year with READ. ‘We have 
developed our team leadership and project management 
skills they said as they explained to their peers how 
much they had enjoyed taking part in the Young Leaders 
Programme and raising money for READ; a fitting 
statement following the Head of Sixth Form’s reminder 
about looming UCAS deadlines and decisions about their 
futures. 

The READ charity has no doubt that ‘these bright young 
students will go far and hope that the skills that they 
have developed this year will help them in whatever field 
of study or work they pursue in the future’. 

If you would like to find out more about READ International 
and new projects they are developing around the world 
why not  visiting their Facebook page or thier website at 
http://www.readinternational.org.uk/

Alex Danson 
An Olympian at PA

In March, the Olympic hockey player Alex Danson 
visited PA to share her experiences of competing in last 
summer’s Olympic Games.

Students from across the United Learning group, 
including Lambeth Academy and Wilberforce Primary 
School, attended and were in awe as Alex described how 
she turned her teenage interest in sport into success in 
2012 through a mixture of hard work and determination. 
Everyone was very excited to meet an Olympian and to 
get the opportunity to hold Alex’s Bronze medal. 

Some students studying for their BTEC in Sports had the 
opportunity to learn a few hockey skills from Alex and 
had a delightful Q & A session with the Olympian during 
a special lunch. 

Eton CORTEZ SANTANA, Year 7 student at PA, said: “Alex 
Danson is such an inspirational person and talking to her 
made me realise that I need to be more resilient and 
follow my dream of becoming an actor.” 

Jordan JOSEPH, who is completing a BTEC in Sport at 
PA, said: “It was very exciting meeting an Olympian 
so dedicated to the sport they love. Listening to Alex 
Danson encouraged me to do what I like best and 
pursue a career in sports and maybe one day become an 
Olympian myself.”
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This Term in Brief...

Student Focus

Red Nose Day: Students do their bit to help raise money 
for Comic Relief on Red Nose Day. Over £800.00 was raised.                                                       

Year 11 students spent a weekend revising for their 
upcoming exams during a PGL trip.  

Year 9 students listened to the remarkable story of 91 
years old Auschwitz survivor Freddie Knoller.

Mr Rilius I (aka Mr Riley) in costume teaching Year 7 students 
about Roman punishments. The ‘WOW!’ factor this term at PA. 

PA students presented a powerful video to the Mayor of 
London, Boris Johnson - more about this on PA  website.

Carnival Party: Students enjoyed a carnival party to raise 
money for a MFL trip to Spain. Next project - car wash!
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Student Focus

World Book Day Celebration

Paddington Academy has always had a high focus 
on reading. Students and staff celebrate World Book 
Day with a variety of events including staff reading to 
students, workshops from poets/authors and this year, 
THE BIG READ, where personal reading was  given an 
even higher emphasis across the entire Academy among 
students and staff alike.

This year 17 members of staff dressed up as characters 
from their favourite books for the whole day.  Mostly 
these were from the English department but it is 
hoped that in future years many more staff from other 
departments around the Academy will take part in the 
dressing-up as well as the other activities which they 
already successfully join in with.

On top of the World Book Day activities, the first week 
in March has begun to develop into a five-day literary 
festival called Paddington Academy Book Week.   During  
book week library books are sold for pennies or given 
away freely, publishers send agents along to sell new 
books directly to parents and children, published authors 
give lessons and sign copies of their books. It is a perfect 
opportunity to gain greater involvement with the local 
community and perhaps in the future, with local primary 
schools too.

According to reputable Oxford University research, 
personal reading is the only leisure activity which has 
a high positive impact on managerial or professional 
careers. By putting this emphasis on the joys of reading, 
PA will not only increase exam success but enrich young 
people’s lives beyond results and careers.  Promoting 
hope for a brighter future... 

Music with the Royal Philarmonic Orchestra

The workshop gave the students an opportunity to work 
with their peers from a number of other schools across 
Westminster as well as professional musicians from the 
RPO. All students worked incredibly hard across the 
week to create a number of original musical pieces in a 
variety of styles from R ‘n’ B to Arabic influenced music. 

The level of hard work and talent that went into the 
workshop was clearly evident in the final performance 
which took place at a packed Stowe Centre on Friday 
22nd February.  Well done to all PA students involved!

Photography by Bill Hiskett

At the end of February, a  few of PA’s  most talented 
Music students had the opportunity to perform 
with the world famous Royal Philarmonic Orchestra.

Eight  PA students  - Stuart Finnegan, Andrew Atireklarp, 
Tori Drummond, Hanisah Rizaudin, Daniel Ahern, Mira 
Wood, Saffron Andrew and Jetsun Lama - took part 
in a music composition workshop run by the notable 
Westminster Ensamble of the Royal Philarmonic.  The 
event took place at the Stowe Centre over three days.   
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Student Focus

Outward Bound Easter Trip

Aberdovey - Wales

This year 21 students in Year 10 were lucky enough 
to take part in a special work experience programme 
organised by Imperial College and Exscitec.

Students with an interest in Science took part in a range 
of activities intended to give them an insight into the 
variety of careers within the health sector. Activities 
included working in laboratories analysing blood, tissues 
and cells, understanding why blood transfusions are 
used, looking at how infectious diseases are spread, how 
those with heart and lung problems are rehabilitated, 
learning about the use of radiology and MRI scans and 
the different types of treatment available to those who 
have cancer.

Towards the end of the week students created posters 
which they presented to other students, parents and 
health professionals. Students said the programme 
really opened their eyes to the number of different 
professionals that work within the NHS and how the 
Science they learn in school relates to many facets of 
healthcare. 

Students said that this valuable insight into the medical 
profession widened their choices and  rather than just 
thinking of traditional careers in health like Doctors, 
Nurses and Midwifes , they were now more aware of a 
much wider variety of jobs that would be of interest to 
them based on their skills and personal strengths. 

Work experience in the health sector has been difficult 
to find for our students, so it is fantastic that Imperial 
and Exscitec organised this initiative to help our students 
increase their knowledge of the Health service, giving 
them the opportunity to discover career choices within 
the health service they might be suited to. 

During the Easter holiday thirty students from Year 
12 and Year 13 completed a  five day Outward Bound 
leadership and team building course in Aberdovey, 
Wales. Although the weather remained dry throughout 
the week the temperatures did not rise at any stage  
above four degrees. This made job and dip (running into 
the sea) one of the first of the challenges very difficult 
and cold.

For the first time groups had to camp overnight in the 
valley rather than further up the mountain as snow and 
ice had restricted access to the mountains . Notable 
activities were abseiling, gorge walking at night, kayaking 
and some of the more challenging activities around the 
centre. The students will remember the night skies full of 
stars, lambs being born and the beautiful scenery on the 
edge of Snowdonia National Park.

Reach Out 

Healthcare Science Programme
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Community Focus

New at PA

The Exciting Caramelo Latin Dance

Come, learn and join in the fun with the school that 
embraces and supports the Latin pulse of London!

Carmelo is a dynamic team of internationally acclaimed 
and recognized performers & instructors offering fun 
and high quality Latin dance courses. Courses cover all 
levels, from absolute beginners to advanced, are held in 
a friendly environment and celebrate - at an affordable 
price - dance styles from Salsa to Bachata, Mambo or 
Cha Cha Cha.

Regular courses take place at PA every Wednesday 
and Thursday from 7.00pm to 10.00 pm and are open 
to all age groups.  For more detailsabout Caramelo 
why not have a look at Caramelo’ s website www.
caramelolatindance.co.uk. For further enquiries you can 
contact info@caramelolatindance.co.uk or alternatively 
ring 07572 891 570. 

Since our last item in Paddington Academy’s Newsletter 
lots of good things have been happening at PA Army 
Cadet detachment known as 231 Paddington Academy 
(Rifles).

During the summer break some of the cadets from 231 
went with almost 500 other cadets to the Annual Camp 
in Sennybridge in South Wales, where the activities on 
offer included military drill, first aid, field craft and also 
a 4 day exercise course in the arduous terrain of the 
Brecon Beacons.  Also on offer, adventure training which 
included rock climbing, gorge walking and kayaking, clay 
pigeon and rifle training.

Just prior to the Christmas break two of our senior cadets 
embarked on a recruiting campaign and our numbers 
grew, the senior cadets attended our Christmas camp 
on the first weekend of December and also enjoyed a 
Christmas dinner served by all the adult staff followed by 
a disco where everyone enjoyed themselves. 

After Christmas it was time to blow away some of the 
cobwebs with a cross country race for all of the cadets 
in Middlesex and NW London, Ahmed Abdelaal cheered 
on by other cadets ran for PA 231 and much to his credit 
came in the top 2/3rds of the race.

Very recently both Ahmed and Daniel Ahern took part 
in a first aid training session, both passing with 100% so 
they can now save life’s all over the Capital, on the same 
weekend Vicky Large and Jade Thomas both took part 
in a course known as the Junior Cadet Instructors Cadre 
(JCIC) to help them progress in the organisation, both 
girls passing with flying colours and Jade distinguished 
herself as the top student no less!!!  So well done to all. 

Easter camp came next in April and this was another 
huge success. 

 Written by Kenneth Price, PA Army Cadet Detachment  

Cadets News

231 PA Army Detachment

Year 10 students Zoe Copeland, Karolina Kazcjuk and 
Jade Thomas were invited to celebrate their support 
for human rights with Amnesty International during 
a prestigious event at the Foreign Office. More details 
about  their work and future projects in the next edition. 
Stay tuned... 

Year 10 at the Foreign Office

With Amenesty International 
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Parent Focus

New academic year begins on 4th September 
2013. For more info about term and holiday 
dates for the next academic year 2013/14 
please check our website: www.paddington-
academy.org/academy-info

Half term holiday: 27th May 2013 - 31st May 2013 

Term 6
Monday 3rd June 2013 - Tuesday 23rd July 2013
Parents Evenning: Wednesday 3rd July 4.30pm - 8.00pm

Gold Your child’s attendance is above 97%. They are 
absent less than six days in the school year. They are 
“WISED UP” on attendance. As well as being an excellent 
attender they will almost certainly achieve the best 
grades for their ability, giving them real opportunities in 
further education and the world of work.

Silver Your child’s attendance is 95% plus. They are 
absent less than 10 days in the school year. We know 
they are “WISE” regarding attendance. They are likely to 
achieve grades that will give them real opportunities to 
continue their studies and in the world of work.

Bronze Your child’s attendance is 90 – 95 %. They are 
missing up to 20 days school each year. A full month lost! 
We think they “SHOULD BE WISER!” Their absence will 
make it difficult for them to achieve their best.

Red Your child’s attendance is between 80 – 90%. They 
are missing up to 40 days in the school year! EIGHT 
WEEKS!  They “NEED TO WISE UP”! They are missing so 
much time from school that it will be difficult for them to 
keep up with lessons or work.

WISE UP! Your child’s attendance is below 80%. You 
need to “WISE UP and TAKE ACTION NOW”! They are 
missing so much time from school that it will be almost 
impossible for them to keep in touch with lessons or work!

How Wise Is Your Child’s 

Attendance?

for the purpose of a holiday or leave during term-time 
are granted only in exceptional circumstances. 

Application forms must be completed at least three 
weeks prior to dates requested and should be submitted 
with supporting evidence. 

Additionally only one day will be authorised at a time 
for religious observance. This  includes the Islamic Eid, as 
well as religious observance days Orthodox Christianity, 
Judaism and other faiths. 

Any further absence would be considered unauthorised. 
Should you decide to take your child/children out of 
school without authorisation you may be subject to a 
Penalty Notice issued by the Local Authority on your 
return - currently  £60 per child.

PA Term and Holiday Dates 

2012 -2013

Requests for absence 

For instant news about the Academy follow us on Twitter 
or check our Facebook page. 

http://www.paddington-academy.org
mailto:office%40paddington-academy.org?subject=Email%20Request
http://www.paddington-academy.org
mailto:office%40paddington-academy.org?subject=Email%20Request
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