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Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
 Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work. 

 Thomas Edison

Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Welcome to the winter edition of the Paddington Academy 
newsletter. This issue celebrates a successful term in which our 
students have had their successes, achievements and opportunities 
recognised in a variety of ways.

One great event, and now a tradition at PA and in the community, 
was the winter musical which this year was The Wizard of Oz.  The 
students displayed striking professionalism and confirmed once 
again the West End standards of our Performing Arts department.  

During this term we celebrated one huge sporting success as Chloe 
in Year 9 kicked her way to a Gold medal at the Commonwealth 
Games in Scotland.  A very well done Chloe for representing 
England with such skill and passion!

Another notable event this term was the high-quality Berlin Art 
Exhibition that was made possible with generous funds from The 
Stowe Youth Trust for which we are grateful. The quality of the 
student work and the evidence of many hours of practice and 
development of artistic skill was pleasing to see.

We have also enjoyed Omar in Year 12’s recent nomination as Youth 
Leader by the American Embassy, more drama performances from 
Year 11s and 13s, fantastic Homework Projects from Years 7,8 and 
9, careers talks and many other events that you will read about in 
this edition of the newsletter.

At the end of this year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for all your support for our school community, and to wish you 
a happy and peaceful Christmas time along with very best wishes 
for 2015!

Warmest wishes,

Peter Jones
Principal (Students)



2014 Winter Musical at PA -The Wizard of Oz

Performing  Arts  

The Paddington Academy winter musical this year was 
the Wizard of Oz. 

A superb cast of students from across all year groups 
demonstrated their excellent performance skills in this 
ever popular musical. There were so many talented 
students in the cast that the roles of main characters 
were performed on different days by different performers 
giving everyone an opportunity to  participate.

Therefore Year 9 student Emma Islami and Elenora 
Sestanovic in Year 8 palyed Dorothy Gale; Ejona Cane 
and Erika Fejzullahu in Year 9 were Glinda whilst Kokab 
Barakat, Year 9 and Maheen Afghan in Year 8 played the 
Wicked Witch of the West. 

The cast also included: Marlon Matenhese as Scarecrow, 
Tomas Howells as Lion, Kasean Coe as Tinman, Fatlum 
Haliti playing Professor Marvel and so much more 
talented students from Paddington Academy. 

The entire cast worked extremely hard and were totally 
committed to delivering a professional show to West End 
standards. 

They were supported by a brilliant technical team and 
musicians comprised of staff from the Paddington 
Academy .  The show was enjoyed by over 1300 audience 
members over three days including parents, teaching 
staff, governors and pupils from neighboroughing  
primary schools from the local community.



International Sport Success

Paddington Academy Strikes Taekwondo Gold
14 year old Chloe O’Sullivan Healy victorious at Commonwealth Games

Year 9 student Chloe O’Sullivan Healy has kicked her way 
to a Gold medal at the Commonwealth Championships 
in Edinburgh in November 2014.

Competing for England at the Commonwealth 
Championships, Chloe defeated her Australian rival in 
the under-55kg final. The Taekwondo prodigy took up 
the martial art at a weekly after-school club and took just 
20 months to earn a black belt before she was selected 
out of 250 martial-artists to be part of the GB Cadet 
team which she trains with regularly.

British Taekwondo has increased in popularity in recent 
years after Jade Jones won the country’s first Gold medal 
in the sport at the London 2012 Olympics, and Chloe will 
now be looking to emulate her success.  Chloe was invited 
to pose for a photo with Jade whilst demonstrating at a 
seminar in Southampton in June 2014.

Discussing her victory, Year 9 student Chloe said:
“I’m really proud that I have won a Gold medal 
representing England. I was very nervous and excited 

before my matches but the support and training from 
my school, Taekwondo club and my mum carried me 
through.  It was great to meet Taekwondo students from 
across the Commonwealth and I hope to see them again 
in future competitions. For all these and all my sporting 
successes I would like to thank my coach Mr Sargeant 
and my GB coach Pete Hankin and  everyone at the 
British Taekwondo Association. ” 



Continuing on from the Paddington Academy Taekwondo 

success relay,  former student Moatez Jomni has been 

invited to join the GB Paralympic team. 

Moatez Jomni, who competes in a wheelchair, has 

been selected to join the GB World Class Performance 

Programme. The scheme supports athletes who have a 

strong chance of winning a medal at the next Paralympic 

Games (Rio 2016) with training and funding. 

On his selection, Moatez commented: 

“It makes me really happy to be chosen for the World 

Class Performance Programme – well done to everyone 

who got selected! Representing this great country is 

my proudest achievement and the team have been so 

welcoming and supportive. Let’s go and get gold medals!”

Moatez Selected for GB Paralympic TeamThe Wow Factor of this Term

KS3 students created their own animal to reflect 
‘Adaptation, Habitat and Enviroment’ as part of last term 
Science Homework Project. 

The winner, Year 7 student Jayden Sharp, built a 
preyscorptis out of bootles, paper mache and lights.  
The final product presentation certainly looked quite 
impressive.  Well done Jayden!

Would you like help with your English?

If English is not your first language and you would like to 
improve your proficiency in English, the EAL department 
at PA runs weekly sessions for parents. 

Classes run every Thursday 11.00am - 12.15pm.

If you would like to attend please contact Miss Thompson 
in the EAL Department extension 3934 or email                     
holly.thompson@paddington-academy.org

All sessions are open to all parents and free of charge. 

English Classes for Parents

Student Success 



Young Leadership 

A sixth form student at Paddington Academy has 

been chosen as the John Adams Society (JAS) Youth 

Representative for the UK.

Earlier this year in August, Omar Oaret-Sorr was one of 

ten young people selected by the US Embassy in London 

to take part in the UK Young Leaders Scholarship in the 

USA.  This scholarship was fully-funded by the US State 

department and the US Embassy in London and was 

designed to give young people in the UK an opportunity 

to develop their leadership skills.

During his trip to the USA, Omar met with senators at 

the US Capitol, the seat of Congress, to discuss state 

politics and US Foreign policy, and received expert 

coaching in public speaking.  He also visited the White 

House, Harvard University and the Headquarters of Ben 

and Jerry’s to learn about leadership in business. 

Since his return from Washington D.C., Omar has been 

chosen to represent the interests of youth members of 

the John Adams Society (JAS), an alumni organisation of 

the US Embassy which operates across the UK. 

The society seeks to strengthen relations between 

British and American governments and individuals, 

hosting events on key issues such as social and economic 

initiatives.

Omar says that becoming Youth Representative is a 

“great privilege” and he looks forward to taking on 

the responsibility of mentoring younger members and 

encouraging greater youth participation within the 

society. 

He credits his experience as the Founding Chairman 

of Paddington Academy’s Junior Leadership Team with 

giving him the impetus to apply for this role, saying:

“Paddington Academy has been the backbone to all my 

academic and extracurricular endeavours. In few other 

places have I experienced such drive to succeed more 

than at the academy.”

Omar, who gained seven A* and three A grades at GCSE 

in August, is aiming to study Medicine at university. He 

says that his visit to Harvard University has inspired him 

to work tirelessly to achieve his dream of becoming a 

cardiothoracic surgeon.

Success For Paddington Academy Young Leader

Sixth Form student Omar Oaret-Sorr follows up US experience with a UK youth leadership role



PA  Promise 

Berlin Art Exhibtion 
With generous funding from the Stowe Youth Trust 
and in memory of Dicky McDougall, 27 of Paddington 
Academy’s GCSE  Art and A-Level Product Design 
students were able to explore the artistic and cultural 
heritage of Berlin. 

This unique opportunity enabled pupils to view great 
historical and contemporary artworks at first hand.

They visited Berlin’s ‘New National Gallery’, the ‘Martin 
Gropius Bau’ Museum, the ‘Kathe Kollwitz Museum’ 
and many more.  Whilst enjoying guided tours through 
some of the prestigious museums, students were able 
to sketch from artworks and to gather ideas for future 
projects.

Best art work in which students contextualised the 
notion of conflict through the exploration of culture was 
displayed in the Berlin Art Exhibition at PA  in November.  

Trustees from the Stowe Youth Trust and artist local 
residents assessed students’ work and awarded the best 
of it as it follows:    1st Giulia Ali Tahir 

2nd Soleen Rashed

3rrd Nurul Ismail.

Thank you to The Stowe Trust for the generous support  
and local residents Judy Hamilton and Axel Michel for 
always giving expert advice to our Art students.  

2015 Career Academy Students at the BBC HQ
 

This year PA Science Career Academy has expanded and 
now includes Economics and Business  as part of its wide 
variety of A level subjects.  

To be selected,  Year 12 Business and Economics  students 
went through a competitive and vigorous application 
process to earn their place on the programme. 

From January 2015 they will receive a Business Mentor 
and will take advantage of a host of visits and guru 
lectures to help expand their awareness of careers within 
the Science and Economics industries. 

Activities planned so far include visits to teh BBC 
headquarters, the Cross Rail site in Paddington, Marks 
& Spencer’s Head Office, Imperial and Astrium Space 
Centre. 

Following this students will then harness the knowledge 
and develop their skills during a paid summer work 
placement. The Career Academy programme aims to  
help students realise their potential, become clearer 
on their career direction and pathways and raises their 
aspirations. 

We look forward to the many interesting and fruitful 
activities planned this year.



This term in brief

On the 17th Decemeber, YYear 9 Students had the honour  

of meeting Freddie Knoller  - a survivor of the holocaust 

during World War II. Freddie who is 93 years old spoke 

in amazing detail of his time in a Nazi concentration 

camp and his experiences of persecution during the war. 

Students had the opportunity to discuss his experiences 

with him and reflect on the challenges he faced during 

this time.

Freddie Knoller We Salute Your Courage Aim for the stars

Year 9 student & West End star, Tahj Miles talked in the 
school’s podcast about what takes to see your dreams 
come true. Tahj also features in a CBBC pilot Class 
Dismissed and a link to it was published on our Facebook 

As part of Construction & Engineering Careers Week a 
group of Year 12 and Year 13 Product Design students 
attended a site visit at St. Edmond Terrace, St. John’s 
Wood. 

The trip was organised by Mace who are the main 
contractors for the luxury residential development which 
has been designed by Squire and Partners, a major UK 
architect practice. 

The senior construction manager from Mace gave 
students a talk on the project before taking them on a 
tour of the site. 

As well as gaining valuable insight into the multitude of 
materials used in the building process the Product Design 
students also discussed career opportunities within the 
construction and engineering industry.  

We look forward to seeing impressive buildings designed 
by the future architects from Paddington Academy. 

Mace Construction visit

Basma El-Badawy was awarded this year with the “John 
Laing Progress Award” during the annual PA Awards 
Evening.  The award recognises the student who has 
made the most progress across in the last academic year 
in the whole school. 

In addition to this award, John Laing was also to make a 
donation to the winner’s charity of choice.   

Basma has thought thoroughly and finally decided that 
Save the Chlildren is the charity of her choice.  The £100 
cheque was sent to the charity just before the end of term 
and hopefully will reach them on time for Christmas. 

Paddington Academy would like to thank John Laing for 
the admirable cause and the valuable partnership they 
showed over the years. 

John Laing Progress Award Charity Donation 



How Wise Is Your Child’s Attendance?

Gold Your child’s attendance is above 97%. They are 
absent less than six days in the school year. They are 
“WISED UP” on attendance. As well as being an excellent 
attender they will almost certainly achieve the best 
grades for their ability, giving them real opportunities in 
further education and the world of work.

Silver Your child’s attendance is 95% plus. They are 
absent less than 10 days in the school year. We know 
they are “WISE” regarding attendance. They are likely to 
achieve grades that will give them real opportunities to 
continue their studies and in the world of work.

Bronze Your child’s attendance is 90 – 95 %. They are 
missing up to 20 days school each year. A full month lost! 
We think they “SHOULD BE WISER!” Their absence will 
make it difficult for them to achieve their best.

Red Your child’s attendance is between 80 – 90%. They 
are missing up to 40 days in the school year! EIGHT 
WEEKS!  They “NEED TO WISE UP”! They are missing so 
much time from school that it will be difficult for them to 
keep up with lessons or work.

WISE UP! Your child’s attendance is below 80%. You 
need to “WISE UP and TAKE ACTION NOW”! They are 
missing so much time from school that it will be almost 
impossible for them to keep in touch with lessons or work!

Evaluation guidance 

Term and Holiday Dates 2014|15

All students are expected back in school Tuesday 6th 
January  at 8.20 precisely. 

Term 3
Tuesday 6th January 2015 – Friday 13th February 2015
INSET Monday 5th January 2015

Term 4
Monday 23rd February 2015 – Thursday 2nd April 2015
Wednesday 1st April 2015 – Parents Evening (4:30pm-6:30pm)
Thursday 2nd April 2015 – Parents morning (9am-12pm) 
Easter Holidays Tuesday 7th April 2015 – Friday 17th April 2015

Term 5
Tuesday 21st April 2015 – Friday 22nd May 2015
INSET Monday 20th April (no school for students)
Bank Holiday Monday 4th May
Half Term Monday 25th May 2015 – Friday 29th May 2015

Term 6
Monday 1st June 2015 –Friday 17th July 2015
Thursday 2nd July 2015 – Parents Evening (4:30pm-7:30pm)
End of term Friday 17th July

Requests for Absence

Requests for absence for the purpose of a holiday or 
leave during term-time are granted only in exceptional 
circumstances.

Application forms must be completed at least three 
weeks prior to dates requested and should be submitted 
with supporting evidence.

Additionally only one day will be authorised at a time 
for religious observance. This includes the Islamic Eid, as 
well as religious observance days Orthodox Christianity, 
Judaism and other faiths.

Any further absence would be considered unauthorised. 
Should you decide to take your child/children out of 
school without authorisation you may be subject to a 
Penalty Notice issued by the Local Authority on your 
return - currently £60 per child.

Learners of the Term 

Year 7 - Winner -  Fahim Miah
Year 7 -  Runner-Up - Tamim Meah

 
Year 8 - Winner - Saily Khan

Year 8 -  Runner-up - Al-Julkaier Kadil
 

Year 9 -  Winner -  Yusra El-Makhzoumi
Year 9 - Runner-Up - Francesco Di Matteo

 
Year 10 - Winner - Mahsa Esfahani
Year 10 - Runner-Up - Granit Rexha

 
Year 11 - Winner - Hayat Benelbaida

Year 11 - Runner-Up - Valentine Fernandes
 

Year 12 - Winner - Omar Ouaret-Sorr
Year 12 - Runner-Up - Zohra Dost Mohammad

 
Year 13 - Winner - Imdad Ali

Year 13 - Runner-Up - Giulia Ali Tahir
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