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Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
“You can never be overdressed or overeducated.” -  Oscar Wilde

Follow us on Twitter 
@PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Welcome to our spring edition of the newsletter – hopefully to be 

joined by some spring weather!

This edition contains some wonderful events that we have been lucky 

to participate in, the most high profile of these being the ‘We Day’ 

launch.   There is nothing that we wish our students to learn more 

than kindness to others and helping those in need, we were delighted 

therefore to launch the “We Day” Free The Children Charity event and 

were privileged to welcome Holly Branson, Craig Kielburger and Sam 

Callahan to PA to meet our students.  It was also lovely to share this with 

students from St Peter’s and Wilberforce primary schools.  As a result 

of this we have had endless fundraising activities and I am pleased that 

the students have all been so generous with their time. 

The other great event of the half-term was the Music Show, many 

students were performing for the first time and I am delighted to 

announce that we now have nearly 15% of students learning an 

instrument.   If there are any budding musicians out there please join 

the music department fun! 

Thank you as ever for your support and enjoy the read. 

Best wishes, 
Oli Tomlinson 
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On 22nd of January, Paddington Academy students helped 
to launch international charity Free The Children’s global 
youth empowerment event, We Day.  This will be the first 
time the event, which has been running in Canada and 
the United States for many years, will be held in the UK.

We Day, which will take place in March in Wembley 
Arena, will be attended by over 12,000 students and 
teachers from over 400 schools.  It will be a day-long 
programme designed to inspire students to get involved 
in positive social change.  Students cannot buy a ticket 
to the event; they have to earn it through making a 
commitment to undertake at least one local and one 
global charitable act of their choice as part of the year-
long We Act programme.  The aim of the event is to 
unite young people and celebrate the difference they are 

making through their local and global actions.
To launch We Day, over 300 Paddington Academy 
students were joined by Holly Branson, Lord Rumi Verjee 
and Free The Children co-founder Craig Kielburger.  The 
students were also surprised by a special appearance 
from this year’s X Factor contestant Sam Callahan.

The event began with Jon Coles, Group Chief Executive 
of United Learning (of which Paddington Academy is 
a part), welcoming the guests and talking about the 
Group’s partnership with Free The Children.   

He said: “As a group, United Learning is delighted to 
partner with Free The Children and to be so closely 
involved in We Day – which promises to be an inspiring 
experience for all the young people who have earned 

Paddington Academy Helps to Launch Global Youth Event
International Charity Free The Children Launches We Day UK 
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their place there.  Free The Children’s aims and our 
own are perfectly aligned – so we are delighted to 
be supporting their work.  There are some fantastic 
charitable and citizenship initiatives taking place across 
our schools and the support we have had from Free 
The Children has been invaluable.  We look forward to 
continuing to work with Free The Children and building 
this relationship further.”

Free The Children co-founder Craig Kielburger then spoke 
about the inaugural We Day UK and the background of 
the charity he set up with his brother Marc in 1995 when 
he was 12 years old. 

He said:  “When I was young and wanted to make a 
difference in the world, there wasn’t much out there to 
support my dreams.  I was told I was too young to make 
a difference.  That’s what We Day provides young people 
today – a platform to learn about local and global issues, 
take action and celebrate the meaningful contribution 
they are making to better our world.  We are absolutely 
thrilled to bring We Day to the UK for the first time and 
hope with the help of students across the country we 
can continue to make positive change locally in the UK 
and globally.  I would also like to thank the wonderful 
teachers and students at Paddington Academy who have 
done an excellent job in helping us launch the initiative 
here today in London.”

He then introduced Paddington Academy Year 8 students 
Yassine Abdul-Wahid and Erika Fejzullahu who spoke 

about their involvement in citizenship and fundraising 
initiatives.

Yassine Abdul-Wahid said:  “The best thing about We 
Day is that it is about any issue that young people 
care about.  The environment, bullying, homelessness, 
healthcare – it doesn’t matter what the issue is, it just 
matters that you care.  

Free The Children believes that whatever your age, and 
whatever your passion, you can change the world.  We 
agree and we are so excited about celebrating at We Day 
UK!”

Oli Tomlinson, Principal of Paddington Academy, said:

“We are thrilled to host the launch of We Day at 
Paddington Academy.  We strongly encourage all of 
our students to be active citizens and today’s event has 
reminded us all of the importance of making a positive 
contribution to our local and global communities.  The 
two students who spoke this morning were a real credit 
to the academy and we are all greatly looking forward to 
being a part of We Day itself.”
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The musicians of Paddington Academy sprang into 
action with music, song and charismatic performances 
to present the 2014 Spring Music Concert in the Fielden 
Hall on Thursday evening, 30th January.

From Adele, Beyonce, Stevie Wonder and Emilie Sande to 
an Eighties mash up, the Ronettes and The Temptations, 
this was a concert full of variety.

All performers are to be commended on an extremely 
high quality presentation of so many well known and not 
so well known artists.

The show was presented by Year 13 students Luna 
Bitencourt and Jahin Ahmed and the audience were 
treated to rock bands, acoustic vocal harmony groups, 
piano and violin duets and soloists. 

From the first song to the last, the audience were held 
riveted to each performance.

The atmosphere was incredible, a lot of appreciation 
from a captive audience, so much so that for the last 
song the audience could not help but stand and danced 
in their seats!

Congratulations to all our talented performers for an 
excellent Spring Concert.

Look for more photos of the Spring Music Concert on the 
Academy’s Facebook page.

Superb 2014 Spring Music Concert 
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Paddington Academy will present awards to students 
who have achieved special recognition in the drive to 
increase personal reading on the evening of World Book 
Day  - March 6th, 2014.

Roy Apps, novelist and scriptwriter, will present the 
awards. As Paddington Academy’s Patron of Reading for 
the next three years, his task is to make sure that personal 
reading increases by encouraging students to embrace 
the wide range of Literature on offer, enabling them to 
discover hidden depth and meaning.

Research from Oxford University, the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development and other 
academic and economic centres around the world has 
shown that personal reading is the only leisure-time 
activity to have measurable and massive impact on young 
people’s academic, professional and social progress.

Paddington Academy will recognise this by awarding 
trophies, badges and book tokens to students at all 
stages of development in an evening of celebration and 
entertainment.

Nominations will be put forward by the English, Modern 
Foreign Languages and English as an Additional Language 
Departments, as well as Literacy, Learning Support and 
the Library.

PA Students Celebrate the Joys of Reading
Reading Champion Awards Ceremony 

Roald Dahl trip & photo

On Tuesday the 11th of February, teachers from the 
English Department took a group of fantastic Year 7 
students to the Roald Dahl  Museum.  The trip was offered 
to the students as a reward for their outstanding effort 
and success in their Homework Project.
 
Students and teachers alike had a fantastic time and all 
behaved impeccably and really showed PA to be a school 
that takes pride in its reputation.  
 
At the Museum, the students discovered some amazing 
facts about Dahl’s life.  They sat in his old writing chair, 
dressed up in his old school clothes and even got to be 
a pilot!  Everyone had such an exciting time and left the 
museum feeling truly inspired.  They even experienced 
a rush hour crush on the Underground and still left the 
station smiling.  The day was full of new experiences and 
Miss Smith even got to meet Dumbledore – the epitome 
of goodness in Harry Potter – well, at least, the actor that 
brought Dumbledore to life. 
 
Overall, visiting the Roald Dahl Museum was a day to 
remember for everyone. 
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On 12th of February, a group of A Level Spanish students 

and their teacher set off for a five day residential visit to 

Spain. 

The Year 12s travelled to Sevilla,in Southern Spain and 

were based for the first few days in Arcos de la Frontera, 

an authentic Andalucían town.  

There the students had plenty of opportunities to practice 

their Spanish as well as experiencing a different culture 

first hand and to make friends with students from the 

Guadalpena secondary school.  

Part of their Spanish itinerary was to visit  the local 

market and the old town in Arcos, take a trip to Jerez 

and Cadiz and stop at the Latin American Museum, the 

History Museum and of course take a lovely stroll along 

the beach. Their Spanish adventure ended back in Sevilla 

with a visit to its famous cathedral – the largest Gothic 

cathedral and third largest church in the world.  They also 

enjoyed the Park Maria Luisa  with its Golden Tower and 

excitedly rounded the trip by stopping at a bull fighting 

ring.  No one got hurt…  

Hola Espagna! The Magic of Science

Students who won the KS3 Science Homework Project 
were rewarded by taking part in a Science Museum 
outreach workshop which was held in the academy.

Professionals from the Science Museum very skilfully 
presented an introduction to some eminent inventors 
and their famous discoveries. 

The theme of the day was ‘static electricity’ .  Students 
spent most of the day working on practical activities and 
then made some fascinating presentations on electricity 
to their visitors .

This group of students has also been invited to the Science 
Museum in the summer for both a school visit and  a 
parents afternoon - proving once more that learning is 
fun and excellence has its perks. 
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Borough Basketball Finalists 

A group of 50 high achieving PA students attended the 

Higher Education Fair hosted by Guildford High School – 

part of the United Learning group. 

The students explored the different university courses 

available to them after A Levels.  The fair included 

workshops on how to produce and submit successful 

university applications.  

Students focused on identifying courses and entry 

requirements.  With twenty-eight different stalls present, 

they were able to discuss their options with twenty-

five different universities, including Oxford, Cambridge, 

Warwick, Bristol and Bath, as well as two Gap Year 

companies and a university search service. 

The Future Looks Bright

This term has seen a series of PA basketball successes. 
From winning against Harrow High School with a stunning 
42-37, to playing St Aloysius School and a few other 
matched in the borough tournament, the PA basketball 
team had a superb half-term. 

Last week the boys beat St Aloysius School with 47 – 37.  
The game was hosted by PA and was aimed at under 18s 
league; Robin was the best player that match and Hatim 
scored the most.  Well done to them all.

On another competition front, PA qualified in the 
Westminster Sixth Form Sports Basketball Tournament 
Final.  The boys will be playing against St Marylebone 
soon for the borough title and we wish them best of 
luck.  We will report back from there too. Stay tuned.  
This tournament also was hosted by PA this term and 
shown amazing sportsmanship from all the participating  
schools: Westminster Academy, Quintin Kynaston, 
St Marylebone’s, St Augustine and PA. 

The Main Hall at Guilford High was packed with excited 

students, and with big choices ahead of them, this event 

gave them an opportunity to understand more about  

university life, as well as their preferred degree choices.

In the next few months PA’s 6th form students will attend 

the UCAS Fair and the Higher Education Fair hosted by 

Middlesex University.  
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Gold Your child’s attendance is above 97%. They are 

absent less than six days in the school year. They are 

“WISED UP” on attendance. As well as being an excellent 

attender they will almost certainly achieve the best 

grades for their ability, giving them real opportunities in 

further education and the world of work.

Silver Your child’s attendance is 95% plus. They are 

absent less than 10 days in the school year. We know 

they are “WISE” regarding attendance. They are likely to 

achieve grades that will give them real opportunities to 

continue their studies and in the world of work.

Bronze Your child’s attendance is 90 – 95 %. They are 

missing up to 20 days school each year. A full month lost! 

We think they “SHOULD BE WISER!” Their absence will 

make it difficult for them to achieve their best.

Red Your child’s attendance is between 80 – 90%. They 

are missing up to 40 days in the school year! EIGHT 

WEEKS!  They “NEED TO WISE UP”! They are missing so 

much time from school that it will be difficult for them to 

keep up with lessons or work.

WISE UP! Your child’s attendance is below 80%. You 

need to “WISE UP and TAKE ACTION NOW”! They are 

missing so much time from school that it will be almost 

impossible for them to keep in touch with lessons or work!

How Wise Is Your Child’s 

Attendance?
Requests for absence 

For instant news about the Academy follow us on Twitter 
or check our Facebook page. 

Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/PaddingtonAcademy

for the purpose of a holiday or leave during term-time are 
granted only in exceptional circumstances. 

Application forms must be completed at least three 
weeks prior to dates requested and should be submitted 
with supporting evidence. 

Additionally only one day will be authorised at a time for 
religious observance. This  includes the Islamic Eid, as 
well as religious observance days Orthodox Christianity, 
Judaism and other faiths. 

Any further absence would be considered unauthorised. 
Should you decide to take your child/children out of 
school without authorisation you may be subject to 
a Penalty Notice issued by the Local Authority on your 

return - currently  £60 per child.

The “WOW Factor” This Half-Term
Teachers were whipped-cream bombed at the Year 10 
Disco Party  -  all in the name of charity- students are hoping 
to raise enough funds to sponsor a MFL trip abroad. 
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