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NewsletterIssue 90

Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
“Education’s purpose is to replace empty mind with an open one.” 

Malcolm Forbes

Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook & Instagram at PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Welcome to our latest edition of the newsletter.  The last half-term 
has certainly been an exciting time at the Academy with a wide 
variety of events and opportunities for students to be involved in. 

One of the highlights of the term was the visit of Professor Lord 
Robert Winston. The famous scientist talked to students about 
the compatibility between science and religion and everyone was 
mesmerised by his presentation and knowledge.

Another great opportunity was the Maths Challenge where 
students had the chance to demonstrate their analytical and 
problem solving skills. The  young mathematicians also participated 
in the Timestable Rockstars Wrangle at the Bloomberg offices - 
great  outfits everyone!

During this term we also celebrated the Gold Awards and Sports 
Awards, both evenings were filled with the of joy of achievements 
across the whole year. Distinguished guests were present at the 
occasions and celebrated the successes of our students. 

Another notable event this year, now a PA tradition, was the annual 
Art Exhibition where students showcased some extraordinary 
GCSE and A level pieces.  

This term we also celebrated a group of Year 12 students who have 
been recognised for excellence in social action.  More details on  p12. 

Lastly, we said goodbye to our Year 11 and Year 13 students as 
they finished their exams.  We wish them all the best and we look 
forward to seeing them in August for Results Day. 

A huge thanks to all involved in making this academic year 
immensly successful: your support makes us the school we are. 

Wishing you a safe and resftul summer break. 

Peter Jones
Principal: Students



       Paddington Academy   50 Marylands Road  London  W9 2DR  t: 020 7479 3900  f: 020 7479 3997  e: office@paddington-academy.org   www.paddington-academy.org.uk

Maths Challenge 

Maths Good News 

During the summer term, Maths students in Year 7 and 
Year 8 participated in the UKMT (UK Mathematics Trust) 
Junior Challenge. 

They all achieved excellent results. There were 4 Gold 
medals, 6 Silver and 26 Bronze medals. In addition to 
this fantastic achievemnt, one Year 8 student - Shihab 
Ahmed -  qualified for the next stage.  

The UKMT Challenge is now a tradition at PA as students 
take part in annually across the UK with the top 40% of 
students entered achieving a certificate, a 7% of them 
achieving the Gold level, 14% Silver and 21% of the 
students being recognised with Bronze.  

A very well done to everyone involved! 

At the begining of June, two PA students participated in 
the Summer School at Homerton College Cambridge. 

The event was organised by the Prince’s Teaching 
Institute running workshops and Q&A sessions aimed to 
give teachers a students’ perspective and inspire them  
on how to make their subject more appealing. 

Tomas Howells in Year 10 and Mary Abkir in Year 12 
impressed an audience consisting of head teachers and 
teachers from across the whole UK. 

Invited by the Prince’s Institute, they were two of 
the seven students that formed the Pupil Panel at the 
Summer School at Homerton College in Cambridge.  
Here, they answered questions on what made them 

Students Inspire Teachers with Prince’s Trust 

like their favourite subjects so much, why they thought 
students tended to choose the subject options they 
do and how they thought the content of the courses 
could be improved, among other things.  They were 
very astute, honest and eloquent in their responses and 
brilliant representatives of the school overall. 

Some of the teachers remarks included: “It’s always 
good to hear from students and these were impressive, 
confident and articulate young people.” and “ Very 
heartened by the responses from the students - very 
honest expressions of how teaching affects them and 
their peers.”
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PA  Promise

At 12.25pm on Monday 13th July 2015, 300 PA students 
and staff sat in the Assembly Hall eagerly anticipating 
what would become a true highlight of the school year. 
Entering stage left was a university professor of world-
renown, a member of the House of Lords, a politician, a 
BAFTA award winning television presenter and one of the 
world’s most famous moustaches.  Lord Robert Winston 
is the Professor of Science and Society at Imperial 
College, London.  Imperial College is one of the finest 
places to study science in the world and Lord Winston is 
one of its most celebrated figures. 

We Are Naturally Spiritual... 

An Orthodox Jew, Lord Winston took us on a journey 
that spanned over 100 million years to illustrate how 
Science and God complement each other’s work.  Lord 
Winston explained how both scientific and religious 
explorations originate from the desire for human beings 
to find answers to the uncertainties our species faces. 
As vulnerable weak creatures we are searching for 
certainty.  Lord Winston supported his arguments with 
the ideas of many great religious leaders.  He showed 
how many of them have encouraged us to search for 
ever more sophisticated answers to our questions whilst 
at the same time warning of the dangers of scientific 
and religious beliefs that are overly certain of their 
rightfulness.

Lord Winston brought together historical evidence, 
scientific experiments, a diverse set of religious texts 
and the music of the French classical composer Debussy. 
It was an incredible display of learning that served to 
highlight the great heights that a life time of learning can 

Lord Robert Winston Talked to PA Students about the Relationship between Science and Religion 

achieve.  The talk was full of serious thinking but Lord 
Winston was keen to emphasise how science is fun and 
that scientists bring humour to their work.  He showed 
us the video of a ground-breaking experiment whereby, 
as a result of the injection of a small number of cells, a 
mouse was been able to run for over four hours and at 
double the speed of an ordinary mouse.  The latter had, 
needless to say, given up on the marathon competition 
after just a couple of minutes!

After his talk, Lord Winston took students’ questions.  At 
this point Yvon-Sebastien Landais in Year 8 shone.  His 
discussion on mitochondria with Lord Winston greatly 
impressed the scientist.  
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Sports News 

Sports Day

In June,  Paddington Academy hosted the annual Sports 
Day to encourage, promote and celebrate a healthy 
lifestyle.  There was a slight change in venue as it was 
decided to hold the event at the Academy this year 
instead of the local sports park.  

The objective was to encourage wider participation from 
students across the Academy than ever before.  Students 
spent the day in the sunshine taking part in a range of 
sports from basketball to dodgeball. 

Sports Awards Evening 
Celebrating sporting success with the Gladiators 

On Thursday 2nd July, Paddington Academy held its 
annual Sports Awards Evening to celebrate sporting 
excellence.
Guest speakers of the evening were Jenny Pacey and 
Wayne Gordon who delivered an insightful speech into 
the sporting world to a captivated audience.  Jenny and 
Wayne are the UK’s leading fitness celebrity experts 
and United Learning ambassadors.  With an impressive 
experience in the health, fitness and rehabilitation  
industries, they are also world class athletes and starred 
as the TV Gladiators Enigma and Doom. 

The event was an evening of celebration of students’ 
achievements in PE lessons, examinations and aimed 
to reward success for individual and team sporting 
performance.
Mr Cochrane was the MC for the night whilst Mr 
Jerred, Mr Goodman and Miss Smith along with the 
guest speakers presented the best students with their 
respective awards.  Students were recognised for Student 
of the Year (for each year group), Most Successful Team 
for various sports played at the Academy as well as 
Athlete of the Year and many others.
The winner of the 2015 Sports Leader of the Year was  
Kasean Coe whilst prizes and certificates were handed 
to Mark Amaning-Ampong for Male Athelete of the 
Year and Satra-Sia Sumana-Kisson was awarded Female 
Athelete of the Year. 
Overall this was an evening of outstanding sporting 
success and we are looking forward to celebrating next 
year’s performances.

Head of the P.E department Oli Cochrane said “It was 
fantastic to see so many students taking part representing 
their tutor groups.  In the past sports day has been ‘opt 
in’ and only student who applied got to take part.  This 
year everyone took part and got involved. It was great to 
see the competitiveness between tutor groups.  There 
were numerous examples of students demonstrating 
great sportsmanship, teamwork and leadership.”

Congratulations to all the students who took part and 
made their teachers proud.
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Celebarting  Success

On 1st July, Paddington Academy hosted its very own 
Oscars Ceremony complete with red carpet, ball gowns, 
black tie and gold statuettes.  Running for the 8th year 
consecutively, the Paddington Gold Awards is now a 
traditional event and recognises the Academy students’ 
achievements in media arts. 

The Academy building itself had been transformed into 
Hollywood for the evening along with glitter balls, live 
television feed, and a fabulous performance by the Year 
10 student Satra-Sia Sumana-Kissoon. 

One of the highlights of the evening was the presentation 
of the awards which were presented by a selection of 
most talented sixth formers: Ashley To Ntwali, Hana 
Zejnuli, Monica Paz and Kasean Coe. 

On this glamorous evening, PA also showcased some of 
their best music and dance students as they performed 
elegantly to an amazed crowd. 

The smoke and the vibrant spotlights creating a 
wonderful stage for the winners to walk up to as they 
collected one of the gleaming Gold award statuettes. 

PA Gold Awards

Celebrating the efforts of performing arts students from 
across all key stages the awards included: Best Advert, 
Best BTEC Music Video, Best Short Film, Best Motion 
Graphics as well as individual categories. 

One of the outstanding achievements awarded on this 
occasion was the remarkable work from the junior 
journalists who had produced news reports for the BBC 
School Report.  The BBC Reporters got the Special Team 
Performance Award and it included: Ryan Wilson, Lirak 
Krasniqi, Kenny Martin, Francesco Di Matteo and Emilijus 
Jodelis who represent students’ talent and ambition to 
strive and succeed in media. 

One of the most coveted awards, The Outstanding 
Achievement Award went to Zeliha Gokce and Basmah 
El-Badawy. 

Celebrating 8 Years of Media Success
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PA Promise 

Annual PA Art Exhibition 
Last week of June, Paddington Academy hosted its 
annual summer exhibition to showcase the magnificent 
work of its GCSE and A-Level Art students. 

The exhibition was a truly eclectic collection of 
fantastic art and photography which included GCSE Art 
examination and A level examination pieces exploring 
various themes. 

Throughout their studies, students had the opportunity 
to visit many London galleries including the Tate Modern, 
The National Gallery and the Saatchi Gallery. 

The A-Level students’ final year began with a summer 
course at Camberwell College of Art and Design. 

They developed projects from individual starting points 
and in some cases explored some deeply personal ideas 
through their artwork. Marifhe Mindanao produced 
some truly eclectic work, responding to different visual 
and cultural stimuli. Joshua Tampoe-Holmes worked 
tirelessly to understand this media with which he worked 
and in one final piece, combined sculpture, installation 
and painting to create a really exciting final outcome. 
One of the finest pieces of Artwork produced this year 
was an ambitious painting spanning more than 12 feet in 
length and combined a multitude of experimental media 

and materials. His final outcome was accompanied by a 
series of videos that he made documenting his work and 
process. 

The exhibition was attended by proud parents, students 
and staff, who were bowled over by the standard of the 
work on show. One Year 8 student remarked how exciting 
the show was and that “there were so many different 
ideas presented in so many exciting different ways” 

Subject leader for Art, Mr Elias, said: “Students have risen 
to the challenges that we keep setting and responded 
with creativity and imagination. We are very proud of 
them”. 

Paddington Academy has a vibrant and creative Art 
department which teaches students a broad range 
of creative skills ranging from painting, drawing, 
photography, mixed-media, print-making and installation.
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PA Celebration 

A Day with the Local MP Graduation: Goodbye and Good Luck Year 13

After another hard working year, it is yet again that time 
when we must say a heartfelt goodbye to our Year 13s. 

A lovey ceremony was held in which speeches were 
made by two Year 13 students, Kasean Coe and Mariyam 
Sanyang.  The two have been heavily involved in Academy 
life over the years, whether it be in sports or taking part 
in the annual winter musical or dance show. 

The students shared some fond memories during their 
speeches and jokingly bragged about how they believed 
their year to be the best year group to ever grace the 
Academy. 

Students were celebrated for hard work in specific 
subject  areas and for punctuality and attendance in the 
awards that were given during the ceremony.

This June marked the end of exams and sadly the end of 
the Year 11 students’ journey at the Academy.  

Students merits and achievements were celebrated 
in style during a graduation ceremony, which Student 
Support Mentor for the year group Tia Khanam described 
as “an amazing, emotional experience but the perfect 
way to say goodbye”. 

Touching speeches were made by members of staff, who 
had many positive things to say about the students they 
worked so closely with within the past few years.  Year 
11 students were each given a year book documenting 
their time at the Academy.  

Head of Year 11, Adam Atour said:  “The Year 11 
Graduation was a success; the students were dressed 
to impress and attendance was impressive from both 
parents and students. The student and staff speeches 
perfectly summed up the time these students have 
spent at Paddington Academy.  All students and parents 
were extremely proud of the achievements and took the 
opportunity to take photos with teachers.  Handing over 
the Year Book was an event that everyone was looking 
forward to and it did not disappoint.  All staff, parents 
and students had a delightful afternoon and we were all 
grateful to share this milestone with one another.” 

We look forward to seeing students on results day for 
both A level and GCSE results.

Graduation: Goodbye and Good Luck Year 11 

This term,  Dania Silawi - 14 years old - had the rare 
opportunity to shadow Karen Buck, the Westminster 
North MP, for the day.

Dania who is in Year 9 at the Academy had an interest 
in politics before when she participated in the first PA 
elections.  On that occasion she stood for the Labour 
Party and came out trimphant, showcasing her political 
understanding and publlic speaking skills. 

On the day, Dania met Mrs Buck early in the morning 
at her office from where they went to attend a health 
advisory meeting in Marylebone.  Later, they headed 
towards the House of Parliament where Dania was 
taken on an private tour.  She had exclusive access to 
the Gallery, House of Commons and the House of Lords.  
Here, Dania most enjoyed the House of Commons of 
which she dreams to become part of one day. 

During her day with the MP, Dania was offered great 
support when speaking about the charitable work she is 
consisitently doing and how much of a feminist activist 
she is.

At the end of this unforgettable experience, the young 
politician was offered work experience with the MP’s 
ofice next academic year. 

Dania emphasised the admiration she has for Mrs Karen 
Buck MP “she is such a nice lady, really aproachable and 
with whom people can relate to.  A real people’s person. 
This experience made me want even more ot become a 
politician now”. 

The day was for sure one of the highlights this summer 
term for Dania and we can only hope that one day she 
will be representing Paddington as the local MP.  Good 
luck Dania!
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2015|16
Term and Holiday Dates

The terms and holidays dates for the next academic year 
are now available for your information and to help you 
better plan your future holidays.  Please be reminded 
that 100% attendance is crucial for your child’s progress 
and achievement. 

Term 1
Thursday 3rd September 2015 - Friday 23 October 2015
INSET Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 September 2015 
(school closed for students)
Half term holiday Monday 26 October 2015 - Friday 30 October 2015

Term 2
Monday 2 November 2015 - Friday 18 December 2015
INSET 6 November 2015 (no school for students)
School closed Friday 27 November 2015
Parents Evening Thursday 17 December 2015 (4:00 - 6:30pm)
Parents Morning Friday 18 December 2015 (9am-12pm) 
Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2015 - Friday 1 January 2016

Term 3
Monday 4 January 2016 - Friday 12 February 2016
INSET 4 January 2016 (school closed for students)
Half term holiday Monday 15 February 2016 - Friday 19 February 2016

Term 4
Monday 22 February 2016 - Thursday 24 March 2016
Parents Morning Thursday 24 March 2016 (school closed for students)
Easter holiday Friday 25 March 2016 - Friday 8 April 2016

Term 5
Monday 11 April 2016 - Friday 27 May 2016
INSET 11 April 2016 (school closed for students)
Monday 2 May 2016 - Bank holiday
Half term holiday Monday 30 May 2016 - Friday 3 June 2016

Term 6
Monday 6 June 2016 - Wednesday 20 July 2016
End of academic year 2015|16 - Wednesday 20 July 2016

WOW Factor of the this Term
Time Table Superstars

Four Year 7 students participated in the Timestable 
Rockstars Rock Wrangle which took place at Bloomberg 
offices on Friday 26th June.  

They rocked with their Maths skills as well as with their 
appearance: absolute rockstars! The photograoh on the 
left is clear testimony to this!

Excellence in Social Action 

Team Bellatrix focused on homelessness and domestic 
violence.  For both these causes the students ran 
assiduous campaigns to raise awareness, including 
attending a committee hearing at the House of 
Commons, and organised various events to gather 
funds.  Throughout their whole journey they had great 
support from John Laing Group plc who is the sponsor of 
the programme and with whom the Academy has built 
strong links over the years.  In addition to this fantastic 
achievement, Ema Khanum (one of the Bellatrix) also 
won the Jack Petchey Award for leadership. 

The Careers department at PA have been working in 
partnership with Envision for the past 3 years and  with a 
great impact on students’ development.

Envision is a non-profit organisation who’s aim is to 
engage young people into social action by which to help  
build a better society.

Year 12 PA students - aka Bellatrix Team - won the 2015 
Envision Award for excellence.  

The award, ‘people powered change’, was handed to the 
students during the annual celebration ceremony which 
took place at the end of June.  The Award recognises 
students’ commitment, teamwork and vision in making 
a positive difference to the community and leading by 
example. This award is only presented to one Envision 
team across an academic year.  


