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NewsletterIssue 92

Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
‘It always seems impossible until is done.’ 

Nelson Mandela

Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook & Instagram at PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 

Welcome to the winter edition of the Paddington Academy 
newsletter.  This issue celebrates a successful term in which our 
students have had their achievements and opportunities recognised 
in a variety of ways.  

One great event, and now a tradition at PA and in the local community, 
was the winter musical which this year was Grease - The High 
School Musical. The students displayed striking professionalism and 
confirmed once again the ‘West End’ standards of our Performing 
Arts department. 

From the Performing Arts department we have also enjoyed some 
great drama collaborations with Donmar House and Unicorn 
Theatre and The Boys Dance Show, a first at the Academy with the 
help of Tavaziva. 

During this term students and staff proved once again what strong 
community Paddington Academy is - confirmed by three great 
charitable events which gathered funds for Macmillan Cancer 
Support, the Dig-a–Well Project for Muslim Hands and Children in 
Need on Christmas Jumper Day. 

Another notable event this term was the high-quality Berlin Art 
Exhibition that was made possible with generous funds from The 
Stowe Youth Trust for which we are grateful. The quality of the 
student work and the evidence of many hours of practice and 
development of artistic skill was pleasing to see. 

We are also delighted with the continuous work we do on 
enrichment, as part of the PA Promise;  our Year 8 students 
thoroughly enjoyed a residential to PGL Dorset and the Year 12 
English Literature students rejoiced at seeing up-close original 
manuscripts at the British Library. 

At the end of this year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for all your support for our school community, and to wish you 
a happy and peaceful Christmas time along with very best wishes 
for 2016! 

Warmest wishes, 

Peter Jones
Principal 
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PA First Boys Only Dance Show

Celebration
Tavaziva Experience 

Last January Paddington Academy teamed up with  

Tavaziva Dance Company for yet another exciting 

project: the first boys only dance company at PA.  During 

the programme the Dance Company spent a week in 

residence at the Academy,  PA students participated in 

some ground breaking workshops, trained with some 

exceptional dancers and choreographers and performed 

at various venues including the Laban Theatre during 

the London Youth Dance Festival.  The climax of this 

fruitful collaboration was the final show that took place 

in November.  

We have asked Adam in Year 7 to tell us more about the 

show and the whole Tavaziva experience. Here are his 

thoughts on the boys only experience: 

‘Dance is only for girls’ – this is a statement that I disagree 

with strongly. Before I agreed, until I was shown how 

expressive and extremely FUN dance could actually be. 

Working with Tavaziva has been a life changing experience.

Louis our choreographer and instructor is definitely one 

of the best things about this whole experience, right 

after actually dancing. My interest in dance started when 

I was 9 years old. Dance for me is more than a hobby; 

it’s a passion. I love to dance because it’s a way for me 

to express how I feel. I can escape reality. Whenever 

somebody hears music; without realising, they start to 

move to the beat.  You don’t have to be a great dancer 

to love dancing. 

One of my friends in dance, Jayden said ‘I like dance very 

much because it’s so expressive and fun’. 

Another one of my friends, Daniel said ‘I love dance 

because you can’t do it all the time so you have to make 

the most of it.’

In conclusion I’d like to spread the message that dancing 

isn’t just for girls, it’s for everyone. If you listen to music, 

don’t be afraid to move to the beat.

by Adham Abu El Khir, Year 7
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PA  Promise
Donmar Warehouse 
Take the stage project

In the autumn term, students in Years 11 – 13 took part 
in the Donmar Warehouse’s project ‘Take the stage’. The 
Donmar regularly plays host to some of the finest acting 
talent available; recent productions have seen actors such 
as Tom Hiddleston, Catherine Tate, Rufus Sewell, and Judi 
Dench perform on our stage. The TAKE THE STAGE project 
give young people their own chance to feel the thrill of 
acting in their unique space.

Unicorn Theatre

This academic year, Paddington Academy was lucky 

enough to be selected to be this year’s partnership school 

with the Unicorn Theatre as part of their Collaborate 

programme. The Collaborate programme gives teachers 

and students unparalleled access to high quality theatre 

for young audiences. So far this year, nearly 200 of 

our students have been to the theatre as part of the 

programme, with a further 200 theatre tickets available 

to students over the coming year.

Collaboration

Each project offers school groups the chance to work with 
professional theatre makers to learn about and respond 
to one of their productions, learning a wide range of 
theatrical skills and creating performances based on 
their reactions to their work. Each project also aims to 
explore a theme beyond theatre, provoking discussions 
and debates about issues explored in the play.

Paddington Academy students, Zoe Copeland, Ayah El 
Dakal, Degan Diriye, Marina Rodrigues, Tori Drummond, 
Eduardo Pelegrinello, Christvie Ntumba, Hilla Hamidi, 
Tomas Howells and Qamil Pajaziti created an original 
piece of theatre based on ‘Teddy Ferrara’; Christopher 
Shinn’s insightful and revealing play which, inspired by 
real events, explores society’s uncomfortable embrace of 
the outsider.

Zoe Copeland, Year 13 said ‘The take the stage project’ 
was a unique opportunity to come together with other 
schools to explore the controversial themes and issues 
presented in Teddy Ferrrara. I felt so privileged to be 
able to perform our piece of theatre on the prestigious 
Donmar stage, and relished the opportunity to be taken 
out of my comfort zone. An opportunity I will never forget.

Tarani Ariyanayagam, Head of Performing Arts and 

Drama said ‘The opportunity to be the Unicorn Theatre’s 

partnership school is absolutely brilliant. It allows the 

opportunity for students across all year groups to be 

exposed to the magic of theatre, which is so important 

to us.’
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Adventure

Annual Berlin Art Exhibition at PA

With generous funding from the Stowe Youth Trust and in 
memory of Dicky McDougall, 17 of Paddington Academy’s 
GCSE Art students were able to explore the artistic and 
cultural heritage of Berlin. 

This unique opportunity enabled pupils to view great 
historical and contemporary artworks at first hand. They 
visited some of Berlin’s art galleries as well as many 
historical and cultural sites, including the Berlin Wall, the 
Holocaust Memorial, the Memorial for Burned Books and 
the Topography of Terror.  

Whilst enjoying guided tours through some of the most 
prestigious museums, students were able to sketch from 
artworks and to gather ideas for future projects.  

Following the trip the students contextualised the 
notion of conflict through the exploration of culture and  
displayed their work in the Berlin Art Exhibition at PA in 
November.

Trustees from the Stowe Youth Trust and artist local 
residents assessed students’ work and awarded the best 
of it as it follows: 

1st Melina Basoglu 

2nd Mahbuba Nessa 
3rd Jetsun Lama

Thank you to The Stowe Trust for the generous support 
and local resident Axel Michel for always giving expert 
advice to our Art students.

Student Activists Write Open Letter to PM

This term, in the context of the latest news,  a group of 
PA Humanities students wrote to David Cameron MP to 
plea for more Syrian refugees to be let into the country. 

After seeing numerous reports depicting the sad stories 
of the Syrian refugees trying to get access to safe soil,  
the students became very passionate and wanted to help 
improve this situation.  In their letter,  they explained 
the reasons why they feel it is important and equally 
beneficial for the UK to help these refugees. 

Not long after the letter was sent, the PM replied to the 
PA student activists and a excerpt of his response is pic-
tured below.  Also on the Academy media channels soon.  
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Future Leaders

This year, during the month of Ramadan, Paddington 

Academy staff and students raised over £1400 for the  

Dig-a-Well project,  part of Muslim Hands Charity. 

Miss Violeta Sadriu and Miss Fatlume Sadriu (both ex-stu-

dents at the Academy and currently members of staff 

originally came with the idea.  They felt that is very im-

portant to help the most vulnerable - the children  of Af-

ghanistan growing up in poverty and who have not got 

access to clean water. 

They managed to get everyone at PA involved and the 

support from staff, students and parents was overwhelm-

ing and in just under a week over £1400 was raised.  

And the gesture goes even further, when asked by the 

Charity for the donor’s name, the two ladies decided it 

should be Paddington Academy. 

It is a truly wonderful feeling to learn that the Padding-

ton Academy Water Well will provide immediate relief for 

over 230 people and indeed continue to do so for gener-

ations and generations to come. 

Muslim Hands Charity is dedicated to serving the most 

vulnerable people across the world by addressing the 

root causes of poverty and empowering communities. 

See more at: https://muslimhands.org.uk/our-work#st-

hash.zmMKgfLK.dpuf

PA - Dig a Water Well 

By Tori Drummond

On Tuesday 15th December, our Year 12 English Literature 

class took a trip to the British Library to receive a talk 

on the Women’s Liberation Movement from the 1950’s 

onwards. 

This was to help us get a better understanding of women 

in society for our A-level course, as we are studying this 

theme in our texts: A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled 

Hosseini and Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte. 

The talk was really helpful in giving a clear understanding 

of the evolution of women’s position in society, as well as 

covering the suffragettes and feminism. We also took a 

tour of the British Library, and saw key original texts, such 

as Shakespeare’s First Folio – it was an incredibly inspiring place.

Visit at the British Library
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Winter Musical

Grease 

Following a 9 year long tradition, Paddington Academy  

put on, once again, their best acting skills for the annual  

winter show - Grease.   

Over fifty of the most talented students across all year 

groups performed in this all time favourite high-school 

musical. They were all supported by incredibly hard 

working and professional members of staff behind the 

scenes and a live band composed of the most musical 

teachers and friends of PA.

Everything was executed to perfection: costumes (thanks 

Surbiton High), make-up, the rolling-tongue American 

accent, the iconic car... and for a moment one would forget 

is in a secondary school in London.  

With some of the most exquisite singing and dancing 

ever seen at PA, spectacular set and lighting, The School 

Musical  sold out on each evening!  There was a total 

of 6 performance over three days which included daily 

matinees offered to the local primary children as every 

year. 

Overall, everyone had an excellent time watching the 

best cast ever - as always there were rave reviews! 
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Enrichment 

This term, as part of the PA Promise,  Year 8 students 

enjoyed a weekend long residential to the countryside.

The trip was organised to fulfil a part of the ‘Paddington 

Promise’ which gives students the opportunity to 

participate on a residential during their time at PA.  

During the weekend the students had the opportunity to 

enjoy numerous activities such as Wall Climbing, Problem 

Solving, Zipwire, Aeroball, Giant Swing, Archery, Abseiling 

and Tunnel Trail.  

Within these physical activities students were pushed 

to their limits and were placed outside their comfort 

zone as they had to conquer fears and work in teams to 

successfully complete activities. 

Throughout the weekend key skills were promoted and 

built on such as independence, resilience, time-keeping 

and interpersonal skills. 

On Friday evening the students sat around a camp fire 

and enjoyed s’mores while staff told ghost stories and we 

all sang songs.  Next day, on the Saturday evening, the 

students had a pyjamas themed disco which was DJ’d by 

our very own Mr Branigan, the Year 8 Student Support Mentor.   

Overall, the whole weekend was a new, enjoyable and 

fun experience for many of the students, one they will 

remember for a very long time.

Here are the thoughts of Year 8 students Zahra and 

Tamara about the weekend:

Zahra Ghanem said: “The Zipwire and Disco were my 

favourite moments. All the activities were fun and staying 

with my friends all night was a new experience for me.”

Tamara Chreidi said: “I want to go again, it was so fun, a 

shame my group didn’t get to do the Zipwire because of 

the wind but it was still amazing.”

Year 8 PGL Residential to Dorset 
The Experience of a Lifetime
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PA Gets Festive!

2015|16
Term and Holiday Dates

 
Christmas holidays Monday 21 December 2015 - Friday 1 January 2016

Term 3
Monday 4 January 2016 - Friday 12 February 2016
INSET 4 January 2016 (school closed for students)
Half term holiday Monday 15 February 2016 - Friday 19 February 2016

Term 4
Monday 22 February 2016 - Thursday 24 March 2016
Parents Morning Thursday 24 March 2016 (school closed for students)
Easter holiday Friday 25 March 2016 - Friday 8 April 2016

Term 5
Monday 11 April 2016 - Friday 27 May 2016
INSET 11 April 2016 (school closed for students)
Monday 2 May 2016 - Bank holiday
Half term holiday Monday 30 May 2016 - Friday 3 June 2016

Term 6
Monday 6 June 2016 - Wednesday 20 July 2016
End of academic year 2015|16 - Wednesday 20 July 2016

To help you plan your holiday time, the terms and holiday 
dates for the next academic year are now available on our 
website. 

Students and staff at Paddington Academy enjoyed their 
Christmas lunch with a traditional meal. 

Everyone showed their support wearing a Christmas 
jumper for National Christmas Jumper Day  and  raising 
money for the Children in Need Charity.  

Text Santa

On Friday, the 24th of September Paddington Academy 

their first Worlds’ Biggest Macmillan Coffee Morning.  

With this in mind,  to prepare for the day, lots of effort 

went into organising but the reward - the support - was 

overwhelming.  No one thought was going to be as big 

as it was but as always we don’t do anything small at PA. 

The staff response was phenomenal, the cakes baked 

were unbelievable; on top of that  the parents and local 

residents equalled the efforts with some of the most 

beautiful cakes.  

Together, we raised over £800 in just one day!

Miss Riordan lead on this event and her thoughts on 

this were: “It was a fantastic day, a great way to show 

togetherness.  It is so lovely to see students, staff, parents 

and local community coming together to reach and 

improve the lives of everyone living with cancer and to 

inspire millions of others to do the same.“

But like with anything else around the PA community, we 

are not stopping here, we are looking forward to make 

this an annual event and hope that each year it gets 

bigger and bigger to raise more funds to support the fight 

against cancer. 

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning at PA
Everyone Comes Together for a Noble Cause 


