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NewsletterIssue 94

Message from the Principal 

Quote of this issue
“When you know better you do better.” 

Maya Angelou 

Follow us on Twitter @PaddAcademy

Join us on Facebook & Instagram at PaddingtonAcademy

Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends of PA, 
 
Welcome to the spring edition of the Paddington Academy 
newsletter.  

This edition reflects the enormous numbers of opportunities we try 
consistently offer our students and the wide variety of activities they 
take part in.  I would like to thank staff and employers for helping 
students completing a successful work experience week.  The 
feedback form employers was overwhelming and students are still 
buzzing with excitement about the popularity of the programme. 

A huge ‘thank you’ to all staff for celebrating World Book Day and 
Pi Day during the month of March - such an inspirational example 
to all our students. Some of the most creative costumes were seen 
this year too!

We have also enjoyed many engaging performances from the 
Performing Arts department including the Year 11 GCSE Drama 
productions and the AS Drama performance of “Top Girls” - 
literally and figuratively!  Such performances add colour, depth and 
warmth to the life of the school and allow students to develop their 
confidence and performance skills in front of real audiences.

This term brought us a few exciting visitors too, the Danish School 
delegation and the renown explorer David Hempleman-Adams, 
OBE.  We believe that travel broadens the mind, and we are always 
seeking opportunities to take our students on different destinations 
or bring in guest speakers to give them a taster into travel 
experiences. Thank you David Hempleman-Adams for sharing with 
us your worldwide life adventures. 

As usual at this time of the year we wish Year 11, 12 and Year 13 all 
the very best as we go into the exam season.  

With best wishes,
Peter Jones
Principal 
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Students Celebrate Work Experience Success

Celebration | PA Promise 
Hard Work Brings Rewards 

At Paddington Academy we remain committed to offering 

our Year 10 students the opportunity to experience one 

week in a real work placement as part of the PA Promise.  

The week is designed to enable students gain additional 

skills and a greater insight into their strengths in the 

workplace helping them make decisions about their 

future careers. 

For one week during the February half-term, Year 10 

students gave up their holidays and took on the challenge 

of real world employment. Placements included a wide 

variety of occupational areas such as law firms, film 

studios, museums, media companies, nurseries, sales, 

hospitality, sports and leisure and more. The work 

placement give students an invaluable opportunity to 

gain knowledge and experience through work related 

learning. 

We are incredibly proud of the way students represented 

the Academy throughout the whole week and the 

feedback from employers was overwhelming.  We 

received high amounts of praise and positive comments, 

about the students, from the employers who supported 

directed our students.  Some of the comments included: 

“can we keep her?”, “best work experience student we’ve 

ever had”, “we want him back in the summer”,  “ a credit 

to their parents and teachers” etc. 

Back to school in term 4, we celebrated the students 

efforts and achievements with parents, employers and 

staff.  Students received awards for special achievements, 

positive attitude and exceeding expectations.  They were 

each presented with a certificate of completion and 

reward vouchers from the Principal. 

Ms Daykin, Careers Manager at PA, who organised the 

work placement week with Ms Hickson, emphasised 

on the importance of introducing students to real work 

situations and how popular of the programme has become 

throughout the years with students and employers alike. 

During their week of placement students have proved 

how hardworking, confident, mature, creative and 

resourceful young adults they are. The Celebration 

Evening was also a success and we are looking forward 

to hearing about more successes and achievements from 

this year’s cohort.  Well done everyone! 
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Achievement
Students ’Highly Commended’ in the National Fiction Competition

Paddington Academy is delighted to announce that 

two KS5 students have been highly commended in 

the National Flash Fiction Competition organised by 

University of Chester and the International Flash Fiction 

Association. 

Hilla Hamidi and Africa Navarro-Calleja, both Year 12 

students at PA, entered the competition with two highly 

creative and original stories which earned them the 

“Highly Commended” distinction from the jury.  

Great news for PA talented creative writers 

The Competition takes place annually and the winning 

story is published in Flash: The International Short-Short 

Story Magazine. 

Hilla’s story is called ‘The Philosophies of a Maneki Neko 

Observing the Poor Man’ and is an original piece on 

surrealism writing while Africa’s story  ‘From someone 

who will soon no longer be’ is an surprising short love 

story. 

Katie Winfield, who teaches creative writing as part of 

the Year 12 enrichment programme at PA, said: “Both 

writers worked exceptionally hard to craft their stories 

into concise, compelling and effective pieces.”

Their stories are available to read on the University of 

Chester website, Flash Fiction tab (http://www.chester.

ac.uk/flash.fiction/youthcompetition) along with those of 

the other talented writers who distinguished themselves 

in the competition.

Well done to both of them and we wish them luck in 

securing a long list of many other creative writing awards 

for their short stories.
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Future Leaders

On 14th March Paddington Academy celebrated Pi Day.  

The Day is one of the world’s largest global educational 

events aimed at lifting numeracy standards in a fun and 

meaningful way.

A Very Happy Pi Day 

Pi Day is celebrated on March 14th (3/14) all around 

the world.  Pi (Greek letter “π”) is the symbol used in 

mathematics to represent a constant — the ratio of 

the circumference of a circle to its diameter — which is 

approximately 3.14159. 

Teachers wore t-shirts with their favourite numbers as 

students solved a number of Maths dingbats to celebrate 

the most famous of all numbers Pi.

March 14 also happens to be the birth date of Albert 

Einstein - which made the day an extra special one for 

planning math challenges and math fun! 

We look forward to the next Maths celebrations.                        

Best rock gig ever was brought to life by the Year 7 

students and their Maths skills. 

For a day, the whole Year 7 cohort participated in well 

defined teams in organising the concert of the year as 

part as the maths Rock Club.

Rock Club is an education programme focusing on 

numeracy in Year 7. 

Students are put in the position of being a large-scale 

event organiser, using maths to navigate the various 

challenges surrounding the running of a major event. 

Namely a pop concert for 10,000 people at Wembley 

Arena. Through managing budgets, students need to 

work out which artists they can afford to hire as well as 

how to manage the respective stage layouts. With 10,000 

excited students attending, they had to make sure there 

were enough catering facilities and security requirements 

throughout the Arena.  

Rock Club links mathematics to real life in a natural way 

and presents students with an opportunity to develop 

their mathematical skills whilst working on a series of real 

world problems.

There was also a fantastic opportunity for one lucky 

class of Year 7’s to win tickets to attend Rock Assembly 

at Wembley Arena on 1st July 2015.  Who’s the lucky 

winning team? To be continued..

Maths Superstars 



       Paddington Academy   50 Marylands Road  London  W9 2DR  t: 020 7479 3900  f: 020 7479 3997  e: office@paddington-academy.org   www.paddington-academy.org.uk

Performing Arts 

Students have provided us with an incredible display of talents of students at during the term.  From GCSE to AS drama, 

the students shone in front of audiences in awe with admiration for their acting skills.  

GCSE Drama 

On 15th of March, Year 11 GCSE Drama class performed a 

series of scripted extracts they have prepared themselves 

as part of their course.

The performances served as a mock to their performance 

exam next day.  Their talent was palpable and the audi-

ence was boosted by a positive energy from such hard 

working, committed and confident acting professionals. 

The students explored themes from brotherhood, mysti-

cal experiences to modern day dating.  The delivery was 

exceptional. We wish them all the best with their exam 

results.

Part of the PA Promise and the Performing Arts' 

department is to introduce students to the world of 

performing arts.   This term over 100 students went to 

see ‘My Father, Odysseus’ at the Unicorn Theatre.  The 

visit was a success and everyone had a brilliant time 

watching a piece of Greek tragedy with a modern twist. 

Top Year 12 Girls 

The Year 12 AS Drama students performed very moving 

excerpts from Caryl Churchill’s play ‘Top Girls’. 

The very feminist theme of the play, took the audience on 

a the journey of Marlene a career-driven woman who is 

only interested in women’s success in business. 

As the play unfolds, the audience finds Marlene  (Hilla 

Hamidi)  has left her ‘poor’ life and illegitimate child with 

her sister Joyce (Tori Drummond) in order to tread the 

path of ‘success’. 

The play is contemporary and examines the role of wom-

en in society and what being a successful woman means. 

Throughout the whole performance the girls showed 

confidence in their delivery, an exceptional edge of 

pre-required intelligence for role creation, innate talent 

and great performance techniques. 

Well done to top girls Hilla Hamidi, Tori Drummond, Cris-

tive Ntumba and Marina Rodrigues. Wewish them well in 

their exam results. 
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Visitors at PA

An Educational and Cultural Exchange
The Danish Visit 

UK Maths Challenge 

This term Paddington Academy students in years 9, 10 

and 11 sat the UK Maths Challenge and the the results 

were excellent.  Overall the students achieved 4 gold 

medals, 10 silver medals and 17 bronze medals. Further-

more, four Paddington Academy students qualify for the 

next round. 

Students take part annually across the UK with the top 

40% of students entered achieving a certificate, 7% Gold, 

14% Silver and 21% Bronze.  

Well done to all students at PA who took part.

This term we were delighted to receive a visit of  Aabenraa 

School all the way from Denmark. 

Their visit has now become a tradition at PA and it is a 

cherished day by both schools, a moment to talk about 

similarities and differences both in school and each own 

society. 

The Danish delegation was welcomed by a team of 6th 

form students who showed them around and spent a 

taster day in PA fashion. 

The visit aims to encourage a better understanding of 

other cultures, improve communication between cultures 

and support the concept of mutual acceptance. 

Students in both schools had a brilliant time and are 

looking forward to the next visit.  

On 17th of March, Year 8 students made the aquaintance 

of one of the world’s most reknowned explorers. 

David Hempleman-Adams, OBE,  is  the first person in 

history to reach the Geographic and Magnetic North and 

South Poles as well as climb the highest peaks in all seven 

continents. 

The explorer talked to the students about his worldwide 

adventures; he explained the work of physical endurance 

and mental strenght that this hobby requires and elab-

orated on what it takes to follow one’s dreams and pas-

sions. 

After the assembly, Miss Wardle selected students Dan-

iel and Nadine to accompany Hempie into a one-to-one 

more informal talk.

The students were delighted about this opportunity and 

could not contain their excitement when asking the ex-

plorer numerous questions and about his life adventures. 

They learnt about camaraderie and Hempie’s seven day 

marathon through the Sahara Desert and how he created 

a bond with the men in Tent 108.

Daniel and Nadine said how they thought that ‘he was 

very inspirational and told us great stories of his experi-

ences like how he completed the grand slam for explorers 

which meant he climbed the tallest mountain in the sev-

en continents  and been to the north and south pole as 

well as the geomagnetic north and south.’

Thank you to David Hempleman-Adams for sharing with 

us his passion for travelling and discovering.  We look 

forward to hearing about new and challenging adventures 

on unwalked ground.

An Afternoon with Hempie
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Celebration 

World Book Day 
Celebrating the love of reading for the past 100 years

Thursday, 3rd March was World Book Day 2016 and to 

mark the occasion students and staff at Paddington 

Academy celebrated reading for pleasure and the pursuit 

of knowledge in their spare time. 

On the day, to show their love for books, teachers from 

across the school dressed-up in their favorite literary  

character. 

World Book Day was designated by UNESCO as a 

worldwide celebration of books and reading, and is 

marked in over 100 countries around the globe. 

The main aim of World Book Day celebration at Paddington 

Academy is to encourage each student to explore the 

pleasures of books and reading by providing them with 

the opportunity to have a book of their own.

The meaning of the day was explained to students in the 

school weekly podcast, themed lessons and book related 

activities that took place through the day.  

Can you guess who’s who in the photo below?
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2015|16
Term and Holiday Dates

Easter holiday Friday 25 March 2016 - Friday 8 April 2016

Term 5
Monday 11 April 2016 - Friday 27 May 2016
INSET 11 April 2016 (school closed for students)
Monday 2 May 2016 - Bank holiday
Half term holiday Monday 30 May 2016 - Friday 3 June 2016

Term 6
Monday 6 June 2016 - Wednesday 20 July 2016
End of academic year 2015|16 - Wednesday 20 July 2016

Term 1 
Monday 5th September 2016 - Friday 21st October 2016 

INSET 5th & 6th September 2016 (no school for students)

Half term Monday 24th October 2016 - Friday 28th October 2016 

Term 2 

Monday 31st October 2016 - Wednesday 21 December  2016 

Friday 25th November 2016 -  School closed  

Wednesday 21st December 2016 - Parents morning (no school for students) 

Christmas break Thursday 22nd December 2016 -Monday 2nd January 2017     
         

Term 3 
Tuesday 3rd January 2017 -  Friday 10th February 2017 

INSET 3rd January 2017 (no school for students)  

Half term Monday 13th February 2017 - Friday 17th February 2017 

Term 4  
Monday 20th February 2017 -  Friday 31st March 2017 
Friday 31st March 2017-  Parents morning (no school for students) 
Easter break Monday 3rd April2017 - Monday 17th April 2017      
         

Term 5
Tuesday 18th April  2017 - Friday 26th May 2017   

INSET 18th April 2017 (no school for students) 

Monday 1st May 2017 - Bank Holiday 

Half term Monday 29th May 2017  - Friday 2nd  June 2017  

Term 6 
Monday 5th June 2017 - Wednesday 21st July 2017 

Summer break Monday 24th July  -  Thursday 31st August 2017     
 

How Wise Is Your Child’s Attendance?

Gold Your child’s attendance is above 97%. They are 

absent less than six days in the school year. They are 

“WISED UP” on attendance. As well as being an excellent 

attender they will almost certainly achieve the best 

grades for their ability, giving them real opportunities in 

further education and the world of work.

Silver Your child’s attendance is 95% plus. They are absent 

less than 10 days in the school year. We know they are 

“WISE” regarding attendance. They are likely to achieve 

grades that will give them real opportunities to continue 

their studies and in the world of work.

Bronze Your child’s attendance is 90 – 95 %. They are 

missing up to 20 days school each year. A full month lost! 

We think they “SHOULD BE WISER!” Their absence will 

make it difficult for them to achieve their best.

Red Your child’s attendance is between 80 – 90%. They 

are missing up to 40 days in the school year! EIGHT 

WEEKS!  They “NEED TO WISE UP”! They are missing so 

much time from school that it will be difficult for them to 

keep up with lessons or work.

WISE UP! Your child’s attendance is below 80%. You need 

to “WISE UP and TAKE ACTION NOW”! They are missing 

so much time from school that it will be almost impossible 

for them to keep in touch with lessons or work!

Evaluation guidance 

Term and holiday dates 

2016|17
The terms and holidays dates for the next academic year 

are now available for your information and to help you 

better plan your future holidays.  Please be reminded that 

100% attendance is crucial for your child’s progress and 

achievement. 

      


