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Message from the Paddington Academy Art, Design and Technology 
Department:

Over the last year, our students here at Paddington Academy have 
worked tirelessly to produce outstanding outcomes in Art, Design & 
Technology. We are so immensely proud of what our students have 
managed to achieve. 

Students at Paddington are never complacent and challenge 
themselves in order to refine their skills and create exciting work 
beyond their years. 

In this term’s newsletter, you will see a range of work from students 
in Year 7 through to Year 13, culminating with images from our GCSE 
and A Level Summer Exhibition. 



Year 7 Design Technology

This term, Year 7 Design & Technology students have been 
introduced to graphic communication. 

Students created their own logos to represent who they are before 
transforming these designs into a laser cut acrylic keyring.  

Students have had the opportunity to develop their ideas and create 
designs using an industry standard software, Adobe illustrator on 
MacBooks. This project has allowed students to develop their 
computer literacy skills and understand how to instruct a laser cutter 
to cut lines and engrave on acrylic plastic.
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Year 7 Art

This term, Year 7 Art students have explored stories of mythical beasts 
within Greek Mythology and illustrations of animals during the 
Renaissance to inspire their own deadly animal hybrids. 

Using collage, students took inspiration from artworks such as Albrecht 
Durer’s Rhino and Nicholas Di Genova’s strange and exotic hybrids 
and wrote a story or myth to accompany their terrifying beast. 

The project will culminate with students using clay to create their 
Grecian-inspired pot decorated with their deadly animal hybrid using 
sgraffito. 
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Year 8 DT

This term in Design and Technology, Year 8 students were 
given the design brief to ‘construct and deliver a display piece 
for Lego’s new wood selection release to encourage children 
aged 6+ to think about their future careers.’

Learning each step of the design process, students have 
explored ideation and experienced marking out, cutting and 
creating joints when working with two types of timber. Students 
have built their Lego figures using a range of tools in the 
workshop such as Hegnar Saws, Pillar Drills, Belt Sanders and 
Tenon Saws. 
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Year 9

In Cycle 2, Year 9 began the term exploring a range of contemporary 
artworks to gain a stronger understanding of the shifting contexts 
behind them. The meaning of artworks are never fixed; what the artist 
intends and what the view understands may be different. Our 
individual interpretations of art are rarely the same but shaped by our 
knowledge, experiences and prejudices. Students unpicked and 
compared artworks to gain insight into the artists’ intentions, how a 
work interacts with an audience and how context can shift and evolve 
over time.​

Building on students knowledge of portraiture in Year 8, students 
explored the ‘self’ by creating a number of auto-biographical and 
personal work inspired by contemporary artists such as Zarina 
Hashmi, Grayson Perry and Marc Quinn. ​

To finish the project, students created a decorative clay pot inspired by 
Grayson Perry’s urns. These pots were decorated with motif’s running 
through their work that are introspective and explore the ‘self’.

In this final term, Year 9 students have explored classic and 
contemporary portraiture. The project began with students learning the 
Loomis method; a simple to drawing heads from different angles, to 
strengthen their understanding of form, proportion and drawing 
realistic and expressive facial expressions. 

Students were then introduced to the grid method through artists such 
as Chuck Close. We used the grid method as a tool to distort portraits 
to create a series of curious and expressive responses.  

The project culminated with students exploring the photography of 
Steve McCurry to inspire powerful self-portraits that are personal to 
each student. Students learned how to use acrylic paint effectively by 
exploring the work of Jennifer Packer and Barbara Walker to capture a 
feeling, rather than an accurate depiction of reality. 
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Year 10 Art 

This term, Year 10 explored the theme of ‘Myths and Legends’ creating 
a number of personal responses using collage, print, drawings and 
sculptures. Focusing specifically on ‘classical mythology’, ‘gods, 
heroes and monsters’ and ‘legends and folk tales’, students took 
inspiration to create whimsical and imaginative work. 
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