
¡TU VIAJE AL A-LEVEL!  

AQA A-Level Spanish

Summer Transition Booklet

 
 

Become a linguist this summer. 

 Explore culture    Discover cinema    Debate current affairs    Speak with confidence 

 

"Un idioma te coloca en un pasillo para toda la vida. Dos idiomas te abren todas las puertas del camino." 

 

Nombre: __________________________________ 

Tutor Group: ______________________________ 

Target Grade:  A*    A    B 

 

 Bronze: Complete 5 challenges 

 Silver: Complete 8 challenges 

 Gold: Complete 12 challenges 

  



 EL PASAPORTE DEL VERANO
Choose your own adventure. Collect points throughout the summer and become an A-Level linguist!

Challenge Evidence Points
Watch an episode of Extra en 
español

5 new words 2

Listen to Easy Spanish 5 phrases 2
Read a BBC Mundo article 3 facts 2
Learn 25 new words Self-test 2
Keep a Spanish diary 80 words 3
Research a Hispanic festival Fact file 2
Watch Dreaming Spanish Summary 2
Create a Quizlet set Screenshot 2
Read about a Spanish-
speaking country 

Comparison 3

Change phone to Spanish for 
24 hrs

Reflection 2

Listen to a Spanish song Translate chorus 2
Watch Street Food: Latin 
America 

Review 3

Watch an A-Level film trailer Reflection 2
Write a travel blog 100 words 3

 

 Bonus Challenge 

Choose ONE: 

 Create an Instagram carousel: ¿Por qué estudiar español?                              
 Write a travel blog about a Hispanic country (100 words). 
 Become a film critic and review an A-Level film trailer. 

 

 Scan & Explore 

Easy Spanish Dreaming Spanish BBC Mundo Coffee Break Spanish

    

 

A-Level Skill Builder:  Cultural awareness    Debate    Translation    Authentic listening 



SECTION 2

Familias y relaciones
Oxford AQA Theme 1 • Families in the 21st Century 

 Key Question A-Level Skill Big Idea
¿Sigue siendo importante el 
matrimonio?

Compare, justify and evaluate Families are changing across the 
Hispanic world.

 

Spain vs UK

Spain UK
Average age of marriage 37 35
Couples cohabiting Increasing Increasing
Birth rate Lower than past Lower than past

 What social reasons might explain these changes? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 Vocabulary Builder 

Español English 
el matrimonio marriage
la convivencia living together
la igualdad equality
la independencia independence 
la confianza trust
el respeto respect
una pareja relationship
divorciarse to divorce
 

GCSE A-Level Upgrade

GCSE A-Level Upgrade 
Es importante casarse. Aunque muchas personas todavía creen en el matrimonio, 

cada vez más jóvenes prefieren convivir porque valoran su 
independencia.

La familia no es importante. 

  



Lectura auténtica

Hoy en día las familias españolas son muy diversas. Algunas personas se casan, mientras que otras prefieren convivir sin casarse. 
Muchos jóvenes consideran que la igualdad y la independencia son más importantes que las tradiciones. Además, cada vez es más 
común que ambos padres trabajen y compartan las responsabilidades familiares. Sin embargo, la familia sigue siendo una parte 
fundamental de la sociedad española y muchas personas afirman que el apoyo familiar es esencial. 

 

1. Find Spanish words meaning: 

English Spanish
young people
equality
independence
society
2. Infer: Why might young people value independence? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

3. Translate into English:

Sin embargo, la familia sigue siendo una parte fundamental de la sociedad española. 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 Debate Corner 

«El matrimonio ya no es importante para los jóvenes.» 

Agree / Not sure / Disagree 

Write 40–50 words and justify your opinion in Spanish. 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 A-Level Tip: Use aunque, sin embargo and por un lado to develop balanced arguments. 



SECTION 3

Las redes sociales
Oxford AQA Theme 1 • Cyberspace 

 Key Question A-Level Skill Big Idea
¿Las redes sociales hacen más daño que 
bien?

Evaluate both sides of an argument Technology changes relationships.

 

Social Media Snapshot

Question Spain UK
Average daily screen time 3 hrs 3 hrs 
Most popular app WhatsApp Instagram
Main advantage Communication Communication 
Main concern Mental health Mental health

 Which statistic surprises you most and why? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 Vocabulary Builder 

Español English 
las redes sociales social media 
la autoestima self-esteem 
la privacidad privacy
compartir to share 
influir to influence
la pantalla screen
descargar to download
las ventajas advantages
  



Lectura auténtica

Muchos adolescentes españoles utilizan las redes sociales todos los días. Para algunos, son una forma excelente de mantenerse en 
contacto con amigos y familiares. Sin embargo, otros creen que pasar demasiado tiempo conectado puede afectar negativamente 
a la autoestima y a la salud mental. Aunque las plataformas digitales ofrecen oportunidades para aprender y compartir 
experiencias, los expertos recomiendan encontrar un equilibrio entre la vida digital y la vida real. 
 
1. Find Spanish words meaning: 

English Spanish
teenagers
friends
self-esteem
mental health
balance

2. Explain in English: Why do experts recommend balance? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Translate: 

Aunque las plataformas digitales ofrecen oportunidades para aprender. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GCSE A-Level Upgrade

GCSE A-Level
Me gustan las redes sociales. Aunque las redes sociales tienen muchas ventajas, a veces 

pueden afectar negativamente a la autoestima.
Son útiles. 

 Debate Corner 

«Las redes sociales hacen más daño que bien.» 

Write 50–70 words giving BOTH sides and your opinion in Spanish (remember your pro/con structure!) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Listening Challenge: Scan the QR code and watch an Easy Spanish video about technology. 

 



SECTION 4

Descubre el mundo hispano 

Oxford AQA Themes • Culture • Identity • Society 

Mission A-Level Skill Big Idea
Convince a British student to visit your 
country.

Research, compare and persuade. Culture shapes identity. 

 

Choose ONE country: 

  
 

Country Profile

Topic Notes
Capital

Currency 
Traditional food 
Famous person 
Important festival 
Current social issue
 

 Culture Snapshot 

Draw or stick pictures of: 

• A famous landmark 

• A traditional dish 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  



Current Affairs Spotlight

Research ONE issue affecting the country .
 

Question Your notes
What is the issue?
Why is it important? 
Who is affected?
How is it similar or different to the UK? 

 Compare Cultures 

Write 60–80 words in Spanish comparing your chosen country to the UK.

Try to include: 

               d  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Travel Journalist Challenge

 

Question: 
 

Include: 

• culture and traditions 

• food 

• a current issue 

• your personal opinion 

• a comparison with the UK 

Write 100–120 words: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A- —  


